DATA IN-DATA OUT PATENTS, 2008
	January 1, 2008
Total 705 Class patents issued:     23

Data In-Data Out patents:     at least 6



	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Wish List; US 7,315,834 B2; January 1, 2008; Class 705/26; 9 claims; assigned to Microsoft Corporation
	User attribute database containing the attributes and preferences of users (database is queried by a third party desiring ideas for gifts for a user)
	Gift suggestions

	Price Fluctuation Predicting Device and Predicting Method, Price Fluctuation Warning Device and Method, and Program Providing Medium; US 7,315,835 B1; January 1, 2008; Class 705/35; 3 claims; assigned to Sony Corporation
	Theoretical models of correlation functions generated from a price elasticity and market uncertainties; a sample of real time-sequence data (real correlation function is calculated from the sample data and compared to the theoretical models; Inventors allegedly “transcendentally” determined characteristics of a “virtual equilibrium price”)
	Prediction of price fluctuations 

	Method and System for Pricing Options; US 7,315,838 B2; January 1, 2008; Class 705/36R; 34 claims; assigned to Superderivatives, Inc.
	Parameters defining an option on an underlying asset; current market conditions relating to the underlying asset (process computes a corrected theoretical value, a bid/offer spread, and a bid price)
	Bid price

	Securities Pricing System; US 7,315,839 B2; January 1, 2008; Class 705/37; 33 claims; assigned to UBS AG
	Database of past trades by clients; log of past price quotes provided to clients (database and log are analyzed to determine a client’s past reactions to price quotes) 
	Price spread for a security, the spread being tailored to a particular client (nothing more than a computer program)

	Computer System and Method for Pricing Financial and Insurance Risks with Historically-Known or Computer-Generated Probability Distributions; US 7,315,842 B1; January 1, 2008; Class 705/38; 40 claims
	For a group of one or more assets and liabilities, potential future cashflow outcomes and their probabilities (this data is manipulated in various ways: lambda values, cumulative distributions, weightings)
	Risk-adjusted price of anticipated contract obligations

	System, Method and Program to Estimate Cost of a Product and/or Service; US 7,315,844 B2; January 1, 2008; Class 705/400; 1 claim; assigned to International Business Machines Corporation
	Components of a product or service and cost dependencies among the components (process involves representing the data on an acyclic graph and converting this representation to a weighted undirected graph for use in estimating the cost of a product or service)
	Cost of a product or service having a multiplicity of components

	January 8, 2008
Total 705 Class patents issued:     15

Data In-Data Out patents:     at least 5



	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Project Risk Assessment; US 7,318,038 B2; January 8, 2008; Class 705/7; 17 claims; assigned to International Business Machines Corporation
	Operational values of previous projects, the values leading to risk vectors for the projects (process involves establishing risk groups and associated probabilities of gain and loss, and estimating the probability that a new project will fall into a particular risk group; formula given)
	Risk value indicative of the risk associated with a project

	Project Risk Management System Utilizing Probability Distributions; US 7,318,039 B2; January 8, 2008; Class 705/7; 6 claims; assigned to Hitachi Plant Technologies, Ltd.
	Work process information such as work type, parts, weights, occupation category of workers, work company, planned man-hours, planned construction period, and weather
	Probability distributions of start times, finish times, and construction periods of a work process

	Predicting and Adjusting Users’ Working Hours and Electronic Calendar Events; US 7,318,040 B2; January 8, 2008; Class 705/9; 10 claims; assigned to International Business Machines Corporation
	Historical scheduled working hours for an electronic calendar user; the user’s actual working hours
	Adjustments of scheduled working hours on a user’s electronic calendar

	Multiple Party Reward System Utilizing Single Account; US 7,318,041 B2; January 8, 2008; Class 705/14; 23 claims; assigned to Walker Digital, LLC
	Transaction data associated with a customer transaction; customer record indicating a primary account holder and at least one sub-account holder
	Allocation of a reward to the primary account holder and any sub-account holders determined to be present

	Automatically Identifying Erroneous Orders; US 7,318,043 B1; January 8, 2008; Class 705/26; 46 claims; assigned to Amazon Technologies, Inc.
	Current order from a user (process involves search for prior orders from the customer and getting feedback from the customer)
	Determination of whether order is a duplicate order

	January 15, 2008
Total 705 Class patents issued:     27

Data In-Data Out patents:     at least 5



	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Method and Apparatus for Lifestyle Risk Evaluation and Insurability Determination; US 7,319,970 B1; January 15, 2008; Class 705/4; 9 claims
	Information on an individual’s lifestyle, health, and medical tests (entered and stored in a database) from both the individual and third parties (information is weighed and risk values are assigned)
	Suggestions to the individual concerning health treatments and lifestyle changes; Insurability evaluation of the individual

	System for Managing Risk; US 7,319,971 B2; January 15, 2008; Class 705/7; 16 claims; assigned to Corprofit Systems Pty Ltd (Australia)
	Knowledge base containing a generic risk record including subjective or quantitative values for risk; risk record for a particular project or process
	Likelihood, consequences, and risk ratings for risks; effectiveness of risk controls

	Systems and Methods for Modeling Product Penetration and Repeat; US 7,319,972 B2; January 15, 2008; Class 705/10; 29 claims; assigned to Michael von Gonten, Inc.
	Purchase data for a product
	Graphical product penetration curve for the product (curve fitted according to a formula) 

	Method of Estimating Expected Revenues from Business Directory Books; US 7,319,973 B1; January 15, 2008; Class 705/10; 16 claims; assigned to Verizon Laboratories Inc.
	Data on advertising preferences, primarily geographical, of potential advertisers
	Numerical cell preference factor indicating the preference of an advertiser to advertise in a particular geographical area removed from the advertiser’s location

	Computerized Cost Estimate System and Method; US 7,319,991 B2; January 15, 2008; Class 705/400; 16 claims; assigned to International Business Machines Corporation
	User profile information; first set of costs from the user; profile information and sets of costs from previous users (process involves adjusting the user’s cost data with information from previous users)
	Cost estimate

	January 22, 2008
Total 705 Class patents issued:     21

Data In-Data Out patents:     at least 5



	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Selection of Individuals from a Pool of Candidates in a Competition System; US 7,321,858 B2; January 22, 2008; Class 705/1; 12 claims; assigned to United Negro College Fund, Inc.
	Candidate records; qualification criteria; evaluation system (process also includes a tracking system for tracking both successful and unsuccessful candidates) 
	Selected candidates

	Method for Determining Retail Unit Specific Price Sensitivities; US 7,321,865 B2; January 22, 2008; Class 705/10; 19 claims; assigned to Revenue Management Solutions, Inc.
	Prices; profits or sales; quantity sold (process involves creation of a fixed weight price index and regression analysis)
	Price sensitivity

	Allocated Balances in a Net Interest Revenue Implementation for Financial Processing in a Relational Database Management System; US 7,321,869 B1; January 22, 2008; Class 705/30; 30 claims; assigned to NCR Corp.
	Account, event, and organization attributes
	Profitability calculations

	System and Method for Providing Financial Services to High Net Worth Individuals; US 7,321,870 B1; January 22, 2008; Class 705/36R; 18 claims; assigned to Stephen W. Comiskey
	Client goals and portfolio
	Assessment of portfolio in light of goals; assignment and organization of personalized financial services to the client

	Enhancing Utility and Diversifying Model Risk in a Portfolio Optimization; US 7,321,871 B2; January 22, 2008; Class 705/36R; 42 claims; assigned to Financial Engines, Inc.
	Available set of financial products (process involves determining by an optimization process an initial efficient portfolio, comparing it to an alternate, more diverse portfolio, and calculating the cost of the alternate portfolio)
	Selection of the alternate portfolio is the cost is less than or equal to a predetermined diversity budget 

	January 29, 2008
Total 705 Class patents issued:     30

Data In-Data Out patents:     at least 2



	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	System and Method for Organizational Risk Based on Personnel Planning Factors; US 7,324,954 B2; January 29, 2008; Class 705/10; 11 claims; assigned to International Business Machines Corporation
	Risk planning factor data; actual employment data (process includes calculating flight risk for each employee, and establishing risk quadrants and groupings)
	Attrition risk for employees

	Generating a Sales Volume Forecast; US 7,324,955 B1; January 29, 2008; Class 705/10; 29 claims; assigned to i2Technologies US, Inc.
	Historical data reflecting sales volume for an item; historical data reflecting price differences for an item, the price differences being between asking prices and coinciding market prices
	Sales volume forecast

	February 5, 2008
Total 705 Class patents issued:     29

Data In-Data Out patents:     at least 8



	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Pricing Optimization Apparatus and Method; US 7,328,164 B2; February 5, 2008; Class 705/1; 2 claims; assigned to Earnix Ltd. (Israel)
	Demand functions; product margins (process involves construction and optimization of a goal function)
	Optimum prices for offers by an entity

	Daily Delivered Articles Order Optimization Support System, Method, and Storage Medium Therefor; US 7,328,168 B2; February 5, 2008; Class 705/7; 9 claims; assigned to Fujitsu Limited (Japan)
	Sales data
	Expected profit and optimum order pattern

	Method and System for Purchased-Based Segmentation; US 7,328,169 B2; February 5, 2008; Class 705/10; 7 claims; assigned to Citicorp Credit Services, Inc.
	Purchasing behavior of a group of customers
	Purchased-based segmentation of customers

	System for Determining a Useful Life of Core Deposits and Interest Rate Sensitivity Thereof; US 7,328,179 B2; February 5, 2008; Class 705/35; 33 claims; assigned to McGuire Performance Solutions, Inc.
	Data on balance sheet items, including a sample of account balances and estimated yearly retention rates (formula given)
	Useful Life of Balance Sheet Items

	Resource Allocation System; US 7,328,180 B1; February 5, 2008; Class 705/35; 7 claims
	Asset classes and published index values for the classes (formula given)
	Rank of asset classes and allocation of investment assets among the classes

	System and Method for Prediction of Behavior in Financial Systems; US 7,328,182 B1; February 5, 2008; Class 705/36R; 13 claims; Assigned to Pixon, LLC
	Financial return data; independent variables corresponding to properties of a financial system (process involves generating a co-variance matrix)
	Prediction of behavior in a Financial System

	Computer Program and Method for Determining the Economic Impact of Long-Term Care; US 7,328,183 B1; February 5, 2008; Class 705/36T; 14 claims; assigned to LTCia, LLC
	Personal health data; investment returns; tax data; insurance data
	Insured and uninsured impacts of long-term care costs on personal assets

	Client Account and Information Management System and Method; US 7,328,186 B2; February 5, 2008; Class 705/37; 7 claims; assigned to International Business Machines Corporation
	Client data; email messages; other external data 
	Briefing packages

	February 12, 2008
Total 705 Class patents issued:     24

Data In-Data Out patents:     at least 5



	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Health and Life Expectancy Management System; US 7,330,818 B1; February 12, 2008; Class 705/3; 22 claims; assigned to Lifespan Interactive: Medical Information Management. LLC
	Patient’s health profile data—medical data, demographic data, lifestyle data, geographic data (process is interactive in that data can be updated and selected future events introduced) 
	Predicted lifespan (Life Expectancy Potential (LEP))

	Premium Evaluation Systems and Methods; US 7,330,820 B1; February 12, 2008; Class 705/4; 44 claims; assigned to The St Paul Travelers Companies, Inc.
	Class action lawsuit frequency and severity distributions for a company; non-class action lawsuit loss distribution from one of several sources; desired return on insurance policy; risks (process involves comparison of benchmark and market premiums)
	Premium for an insurance policy covering a company

	System and Method for Performing Sociometric Data Collection and Analysis for the Sociometric Classification of Schoolchildren; US 7,330,823 B1; February 12, 2008; Class 705/10; 3 claims
	Peer nominations to social preference questions (formulae given)
	Generation of Liked Most, Liked Least, Social Preference, and Social Impact metrics; classification of schoolchildren into exclusive sociometric social classifications; probability of schoolchildren being classified in each classification upon re-assessment

	System and Method for Multiple Account Single Security Trading; US 7,330,831 B2; February 12, 2008; Class 705/36T; 41 claims; assigned to CheckFree Corporation
	Tax selection criterion
	In multiple investor accounts, computation of the potential tax and gain/loss implications of proposed buy and sell transactions involving a single security

	Method and System for Dynamic Pricing; US 7,330,839 B2; February 12, 2008; Class 705/400; 20 claims; assigned to Intellions, Inc.
	Configuration data (sample size of visitors to an Internet website who are to participate in experiments, and time-related information concerning the experiments; process involves running the experiments and creating a model reflecting current market sensitivities concerning the product)
	Optimal price for a product on an Internet website

	February 19, 2008
Total 705 Class patents issued:     25

Data In-Data Out patents:     at least 4



	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	System and Method for Optimizing Revenue and/or Bookings from Collected Demand Data in a Buyer Driven Commerce System; US 7,333,941 B1; February 19, 2008; Class 705/5; 74 claims; assigned to priceline.com
	Available bookings from a seller, each booking to have an acceptance parameter that includes one or more of the following: date of availability, room type, and geographic location; purchase offers from buyers (process involves determining a number of unaccepted purchase offers that would be accepted based on a change of the acceptance parameter)
	Optimized acceptance rate

	Method and System for Managing Real Property Transactions Having Internet Access and Control; US 7,333,943 B1; February 19, 2008; Class 705/26; 13 claims; assigned to The Prudential Insurance Company of America
	Data on properties for sale, sellers, and potential buyers, the last category to include a buyer’s criteria for a property (data stored in a database) 
	Properties meeting a buyer’s criteria (process can be interactive, enabling buyer to communicate with agent, make appointment to see property, and make offer)

	System for Creating, Pricing and Managing and Electronic Trading and Distribution of Credit Risk Transfer Products; US 7,333,950 B2; February 19, 2008; Class 705/35; 25 claims
	Data on financial markets, including the capacity of a market to absorb defined synthetic credit products at a minimum level of risk
	Synthetic credit product and price therefore

	Computerized System and Method for Creating a Buyback Stock Investment Report; US RE40,091 E1; February 19, 2008; Class 705/36R; 81 claims
	Stocks with buyback ratios (a buyback ratio corresponds to a percentage of shares of issued stock repurchased from the public during a specified period and resulting in a decrease of shares outstanding)
	Report ranking a set of stocks with buyback ratios based on at least one other selection criteria associated with performance of a corresponding company

	February 26, 2008
Total 705 Class patents issued:     35

Data In-Data Out patents:     at least 15



	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	System and Method for Detecting Purchasing Card Fraud; US 7,337,119 B1; February 26, 2008; Class 705/1; 27 claims; assigned to First Data Corporation
	Contact event information from a client during a purchasing card application process (information is compared with fraud information stored in a database)
	Fraud alert if there is a match between contact event information and database information

	Providing Human Performance Management Data and Insight; US 7,337,120 B2; February 26, 2008; Class 705/1; 22 claims; assigned to Accenture Global Services GmbH
	Human performance related data (data is organized into at least one metric)
	Interpretation of the data (interactive, on-line access to the data and the interpretation is provided)

	Claim Assessment Model; US 7,337,121 B1; February 26, 2008; Class 705/3; 83 claims; assigned to ISO Claims Services, Inc.
	Profiles relating predetermined transient medical conditions to human body parts; medical condition of an individual
	Assessment of medical condition of the individual

	Method for Producing a Superior Insurance Model for Commodity Event Risk; US 7,337,122 B2; February 26, 2008; Class 705/4; 4 claims; assigned to Mirant Americas, Inc.
	Price scenario; event risk scenario (process involves calculating insurance payouts, daily call payouts, and statistics of insurance payout obligations as a function of a hedge amount and an insurance premium; formula given)
	Insurance premium and hedge amount for event risk insurance

	Method and System for a Quality Software Management Process; US 7,337,124; February 26, 2008; Class 705/9; 15 claims; assigned to International Business Machines Corporation
	Quality processes adapted to quality objectives of an organization (processes include tracking, meeting setup and reporting, daily headlights reporting, documentation, inspection, and metrics production)
	Quality reports and headlight reports

	Method, Program, and System for Resetting the Value of a Coupon Based on Market Information; US 7,337,128 B2; February 26, 2008; Class 705/14; 17 claims; assigned to International Business Machines Corporation
	Market demand information for a product (process involves calculating a coupon value for a product based on market demand data for the product; formula given)
	Coupon value

	Turn-Around Time Information Management System, Storage Medium, and Turn-Around Time Information Management Method; US 7,337,131 B2; February 26, 2008; Class 705/26; 17 claims; assigned to Seiko Epson Corporation
	Turn-around time for components for a product; order data that includes a desired turn-around time for filling the order 
	Selection of components with turn-around times that meet the desired turn-around time

	Shareholder Value Add for Financial Processing in a Relationship Database Management System; US 7,337,134 B1; February 26, 2008; Class 705/35; 6 claims; assigned to Teradata Corp.
	Financial accounts being measured; events that are account-related transactions; data about an organization’s financial status (formula given)
	Profitability and earnings calculations

	Asset Price Forecasting; US 7,337,135 B1; February 26, 2008; 705/36; 35 claims; assigned to c4cast.com, Inc.
	Variables that influence prices; historical data on variables and prices (process involves determining a formula for calculating price estimates)
	Direction in which the price of an asset will move

	Method for Structuring, Pricing and Setting a Current Mortgage Price Indicator Contract; US 7,337,136 B1; February 26, 2008; 705/36R; 8 claims; assigned to Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corporation
	Data on mortgage-backed securities coupons (process involves aggregating data on the prices of mortgage-backed securities, computing averages, and assigning weights)
	Current mortgage price indicator (CMPI) mortgage futures contract

	Investment Portfolio Optimization System, Method and Computer Program Product; US 7,337,137 B2; February 26, 2008; 705/36R; 8 claims; assigned to ITG, Inc.
	Portfolio data; risk aversion data (formula given)
	Optimized portfolio of assets

	Multiple Exchange Rate Tracking in a Financial Transaction Manager; US 7,337,142 B1; February 26, 2008; Class 705/39; 51 claims; assigned to Sun Microsystems, Inc.
	A financial transaction, including a date and a transaction amount in a currency; historical exchange rates
	Converted transaction amount

	Systems and Methodology for Calculating the Cost of Future Semiconductor Products Using Regression Analysis of Historical Cost Data; US 7,337,149 B2; February 26, 2008; Class 705/400; 24 claims; assigned to International Business Machines Corporation
	Historical costs and historical critical gate dimensions of different semiconductor technologies; user inputs for new design parameters and new critical gate dimensions (process involves regression analysis with gate dimensions as the independent variables and costs as the dependent variables) 
	Semiconductor product costs

	Per-Unit Method for Pricing Data Processing Services; US 7,337,150 B2; February 26, 2008; Class 705/400; 18 claims; assigned to International Business Machines Corporation
	For data processing services, the level of environmental complexity, the level of change, and the type of environment (process involves assigning points to the levels and environmental complexity and change and to the type of environment)
	Per-point price for data processing services

	Accounting for Postal Charges; US 7,337,152 B1; February 26, 2008; Class 705/401; 13 claims; assigned to Neopost Limited (UK)
	Aggregate value of postage dispensed for mailed items; pending value of postage dispensed for uncompleted batches of mailed items
	Balance of postage available

	March 4, 2008
Total 705 Class patents issued:     40

Data In-Data Out patents:     at least 10



	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Generating a Diverse Set of Travel Options; US 7,340,402 B1; March 4, 2008; Class 705/5; 29 claims; assigned to ITA Software, Inc.
	Travel requirements
	Diverse set of travel options

	Method, System, and Computer-Readable Medium for Generating a Diverse Set of Travel Options; US 7,340,403 B1; March 4, 2008; Class 705/5; 45 claims; assigned to ITA Software, Inc.
	Travel requirements
	Diverse set of travel options

	Business Rules System; US 7,340,406 B1; March 4, 2008; Class 705/7; 18 claims; assigned to Netscape Communications Corporation
	Information on business processes and procedures; rules for resolution of intermediate and final business problems (gobbledegook)
	Dynamic solution set

	Computer Based Process for Strategy Evaluation and Optimization Based on Customer Desired Outcomes and Predictive Metrics; US 7,340,409 B1; March 4, 2008; Class 705/10; 10 claims
	Data on specific desired outcomes and predictive metrics for those outcomes; user defined strategy options (gobbledegook)
	Optimization of strategy options

	System and Method for Facilitating Sale of a Loan to a Secondary Market Purchaser; US 7,340,424 B2; March 4, 2008; Class 705/35G; 25 claims; assigned to Fannie Mae
	Loan with a set of loan data; agreement between a seller and a purchaser of a loan
	Results indicating whether a set of loan data complies with the agreement

	Method for Generating a Portfolio of Stocks; US 7,340,425 B2; March 4, 2008; Class 705/36R; 19 claims; assigned to First Trust Portfolios, L.P.
	Economic sectors and securities in each (process involves assigning weights to the sectors and securities and manipulating the weights to arrive at a portfolio weight)
	Quantity of shares of each security selected to form an investment portfolio

	Real-Time Trading System; US 7,340,430 B2; March 4, 2008; Class 705/37; 48 claims; assigned to UBS AG
	Dealing price quotes, each quote being an offer from a financial institution to perform a trade in a security or a derivative and having a limited duration for acceptance; calculations of risk exposures resulting in trades associated with the price quotes
	Total risk exposure calculation and adjustment of next price quote in order to reduce the total risk exposure

	Systems and Methods for Determining the Value of Assets; US 7,340,431 B1; March 4, 2008; Class 705/37; 30 claims; assigned to Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corporation (Freddie Mac)
	Asset characteristics (process involves computing a distribution for a characteristic of assets, setting a range in a tail of the distribution and partitioning the range into at least one partition, and assigning a multiplier to each partition, wherein the multiplier represents how the characteristic affects the risk associated with an asset)
	Multiplier for use in making business decisions

	System and Method for Supporting a Security-Trade Financing Service; US 7,340,432 B1; March 4, 2008; Class 705/38; 10 claims; assigned to ICON International, Inc.
	Data on inventory allocations and inventory components in an inventory of products of a cash seeking company; cost basis of the products; valuation of the capital seeking company
	Cash/trade-blend for security-type financing of a capital seeking company by a trading company

	Method and Apparatus for Monitoring Guaranteed Loans and Notifying Guarantors; US 7,340,434 B2; March 4, 2008; Class 705/38; 26 claims; assigned to Capitol One Financial Corporation
	Loan data on guaranteed loan; changes in loan data (provided by a monitoring data processing system)
	Notification to the guarantor if the loan terms are not being met

	March 11, 2008
Total 705 Class patents issued:     69

Data In-Data Out patents:     at least 18



	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Automated Complaint Resolution System; US 7,343,295 B2; March 11, 2008; Class 705/1; 19 claims
	Complaint from a consumer; emotional detail information about the consumer; business rules about dispute resolution from a merchant
	Determination of whether rules provide resolution of consumer’s complaint

	Global Asset Risk Management System and Methods; US 7,343,303 B2; March 11, 2008; Class 705/1; 47 claims; assigned to iJET International, Inc.
	Risks concerning countries or regions
	Risk assessment report

	Method and System for Identifying Subrogation Potential and Valuing a Subrogation File; US 7,343,308 B1; March 11, 2008; Class 705/4; 1 claim; assigned to Hartford Fire Insurance Company
	Likelihood of payment from legally liable party; probable percentage of losses recovered; economic factors; collection efficiency or strategy; risk factors (process involves calculating a base score)
	Identification of insurance records that possess a favorable subrogation potential

	Generating an Optimized Supplier Allocation Plan; US 7,343,311 B2; March 11, 2008; Class 705/8; 20 claims; assigned to i2 Technologies US, Inc.
	Parts, demand, and supplier data for parts associated with an allocation plan
	Optimized supplier allocation plan

	Event Scheduling with Optimization; US 7,343,312 B2; March 11, 2008; Class 705/8; 1 claim; assigned to International Business Machines Corporation
	Request to schedule a meeting; meeting constraints; logistical objectives concerning the meeting (formula given; 17 possible optimization means listed; perhaps the longest sentence in patent history)
	Optimized schedule

	Method and Apparatus for Scheduling a Meeting; US 7,343,313 B2; March 11, 2008; Class 705/8; 27 claims; assigned to Motorola Inc.
	List of individuals to attend a meeting; list of desired resources for facilitating a meeting (process is a dynamic one of communicating with scheduling agents and potential attendees)
	Schedule for meeting

	System and Method of Efficient Scheduling and Processing of Purchase Orders; US 7,343,315 B2; March 11, 2008; Class 705/8; 17 claims; assigned to SAP Aktiengesellschaft
	Lead times for items on purchase orders
	Organization of delivery periods of purchase order items according to lead times 

	Multi-Tier Pricing of Individual Products Based on Volume Discounts; US 7,343,319 B1; March 11, 2008; Class 705/21; 31 claims; assigned to Walker Digital, LLC
	Prices for products in a transaction; predetermined threshold purchase total (process involves reducing prices and consequently purchase total for orders over the threshold)
	Purchase total for a transaction

	Advanced and Breakthrough Net Interest Revenue Implementation for Financial Processing in a Relational Database Management System; US 7,343,332 B1; March 11, 2008; Class 705/35; 48 claims; assigned to NCR Corp.
	Financial account, event, and organization attributes of an organization; profit factors; rules (detailed formula given)
	Profitability calculations

	Method and System for Providing a Financial Analysis of an Enhanced Wireless Communications Service; US 7,343,334 B1; March 11, 2008; Class 705/36; 33 claims; assigned to Accenture LLP
	Database containing general market data for an enhanced wireless communications device and a standard adoption curve; user-specific input relating to an existing wireless communications service and the enhanced service
	Financial analysis that is graphically depicted

	Method for Managing Group Finances Via an Electronic Network; US 7,343,335 B1; March 11, 2008; Class 705/36; 29 claims; assigned to eBay Inc.
	Transaction details from a member of a group connected by an electronic network
	Allocation of the expense specified by the transaction among group members

	Computerized System and Method for Optimizing After-Tax Proceeds; US 7,343,336 B1; March 11, 2008; Class 705/36; 13 claims; assigned to Efficient Tax LLC
	Tax, investment, and expectation data (process involves sensitivity analysis)
	Optimal after-tax investment strategy

	Portfolio Theory Method of Managing Operational Risk with Respect to Network Service-Level Agreements; US 7,343,337 B1; March 11, 2008; Class 705/36R; 4 claims; assigned to International Business Machines Corporation
	For service-level agreements, data on production infrastructure, traffic characteristics, quality of service characteristics, and price (process involves determining desired levels of risk and return, and comparing those levels, called an efficient frontier, with actual levels) 
	Evaluation of performance by comparing desired with actual levels of risk and return, and implementing corrective actions if desired

	Method and System for Assessing the Quality and Cost of Inspection; US 7,343,352 B2; March 11, 2008; Class 705/400; 17 claims; assigned to General Electric Corporation
	Measure variations and product characteristic variations; joint probability density of the measurement and product characteristic variations; costs of inspection process (process involves creation of an inspection plane)
	Inspection is performed and the outcome is placed in the plane; product is accepted or rejected based on the location of the outcome in the plane 

	Method to Turn Off Machines During Turn-Down Period While Achieving Minimum Cost and Required Cycle Time; US 7,343,353 B1; March 11, 2008; Class 705/400; 28 claims; assigned to Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Company, Ltd.
	Prediction of machine tools’ utilization according to final product demand forecasts; impact on cycle times and resulting costs of turning machines on and off (process calculates theoretical cycle times of machine tools using an X-factor equation)
	Selection of which machine tools to turn off during periods of slow demand to achieve maximum cost savings with minimum cycle time increase

	Method for Determining Demand and Pricing of Advertising Time in the Media Industry; US 7,343,354 B2; March 11, 2008; Class 705/400; 8 claims; assigned to Wideorbit, Inc.
	Data from customers desiring to plan and price media advertising; market available data (formula given)
	Reports that provide information to create projections of future inventory, demand, and pricing ranges

	Calculating Price Elasticity; US 7,343,355 B2; March 11, 2008; Class 705/400; 13 claims; assigned to i2 Technologies US, Inc.
	Demand models; demand data; probabilities
	Calculated price elasticity

	Systems and Methods for Storage Modeling and Costing; US 7,343,356 B2; March 11, 2008; Class 705/400; 15 claims; assigned to CommVault Systems, Inc.
	Cost and usage data on data storage
	Calculation and apportionment of storage costs 

	March 18, 2008
Total 705 Class patents issued:     74

Data In-Data Out patents:     at least 18



	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	System and Method for Determining the Marketability of Intellectual Property Assets; US 7,346,518 B1; March 18, 2008; Class 705/1; 30 claims; assigned to AT&T BLS Intellectual Property, Inc.
	Description of intellectual property asset; marketing criterion; revenue projections
	Assessment of the marketability of intellectual property asset

	Method and System for MRIS Platinum Database; US 7,346,519 B2; March 18, 2008; Class 705/1; 44 claims; assigned to Metropolitan Regional Information Systems, Inc.
	Criteria for a desired property (process involves searching a database; criteria are a core attribute and a locale attribute)
	Property listings meeting the criteria

	Performing Predictive Pricing Based on Historical Data; US 7,346,520 B2; March 18, 2008; Class 705/1; 17 claims; assigned to University of Washington
	Historical data on prices for airline tickets between specific origins and destinations
	Prediction of a future price; if the future price is lower than the current price, an offer to sell a ticket to a customer at a price between the current and future price

	System and Methods for Generating Physician Profiles Concerning Prescription Therapy Practices; US 7,346,521 B2; March 18, 2008; Class 705/3; 35 claims; assigned to IMS Health Incorporated
	Historical patient prescription records with patient identification removed
	Profile of a physician’s therapy practices in a therapeutic area of interest 

	Medical Payment System; US 7,346,522 B1; March 18, 2008; Class 705/3; 79 claims; assigned to First Access, Inc.
	Patient encounter data and patient identification; medical provider information; goods and services information (process involves a database of fee schedules)
	Calculated payment amount

	System and Method for Entering Flexible Travel Queries with Layover Description; US 7,346,526 B2; March 18, 2008; 705/5; 52 claims; assigned to ITA Software, Inc.
	Flexible travel date query including a desired layover
	Set of solutions

	Integrated Decision Support System for Optimizing the Training and Transition of Airline Pilots; US 7,346,528 B2; March 18, 2008; Class 705/7; 48 claims; assigned to Navitaire, Inc.
	Pilot data; training information; user request information (process involves, a data base, optimization, and a mixed integer programming model; formula given)
	Alternative pilot training plans

	Method for Developing an Enterprise Alignment Framework Hierarchy by Compiling and Relating Sets of Strategic Business Elements; US 7,346,529 B2; March 18, 2008; Class 705/7; 1 claim; assigned to David R. Flores
	Strategy outcomes; performance metrics; strategy platforms; strategic initiatives; leadership roles (process involves a four-step iteration with a user via a graphic interface)
	Strategy alignment framework (real gobbledygook)

	Flexible Ordering of Inventory from Material Sources According to Material Requirements for Manufacturing Operations; US 7,346,530 B2; March 18, 2008; Class 705/8; 8 claims; assigned to Dell Products, L.P.
	Material required; need-by time; delivery schedules of delivery trucks
	Delivery schedule

	System and Method for Business Analysis and Planning; US 7,346,538 B2; March 18, 2008; Class 705/10; 9 claims; assigned to International Business Machines Corporation
	Trend changes in the Average Selling Price (ASP) of End-User Products (EUP); trend changes in the OEM price of specific components used in the EUP
	Matrix for analysis and planning; ultimate result is profitable business plans and means for tracking their progress

	System, Method and Computer Readable Medium for Acquiring and Analyzing Personal History Information; US 7,346,541 B1; March 18, 2008; Class 705/11; 34 claims; assigned to Law Enforcement Services, Inc.
	Life history information from an applicant for employment (information received in response to questions on a computer; certain responses trigger additional question that supposedly indicate unsuitability for employment) 
	Prediction of a predefined negative outcome for the applicant

	Rule-Based On-Line Product Selection; US 7,346,561 B1; March 18, 2008; Class 705/27; 16 claims; assigned to Accenture Global Services, GmbH
	Article of clothing and user request (process involves a database of rules for selecting clothing combinations)
	Identification of appropriate clothing combinations

	Method for Assessing Equity Adequacy; US 7,346,566 B2; March 18, 2008; Class 705/35; 8 claims; assigned to Ford Motor Company
	Quantification of creditor protection sources (equity, reserves, and net deferred tax liability); estimation of potential unexpected worst-case losses
	Assessment of company’s equity adequacy

	Method and Apparatus for Producing Time Variant Asset Allocation; US 7,346,569 B2; March 18, 2008; Class 705/36R; 108 claims; assigned to Richard E. Oberuc
	Historical performance of investments; factors, including time variant factors, that influence the values of the investments (formula and optimizing approaches given)
	Time variant allocation of assets among investments

	Structured Finance Performance Monitoring Index; US 7,346,570 B2; March 18, 2008; Class 705/36R; 21 claims; assigned to R&R Consulting Limited (Hong Kong)
	Data on the structure of a transaction; data on the current state of the asset pool (process includes applying Markov chain formulism, constructing a cash flow model, and calibrating results of the cash flow model)
	Assessment of a structured finance transaction

	Methods and Systems for Managing Investments in Complex Financial Investments; US 7,346,573 B1; March 18, 2008; Class 705/37; 26 claims; assigned to Goldman Sachs & Co.
	Fund management information; investor information (formula given)
	Determination of amount of investor money working in an investment vehicle (real gobbledygook)

	Cost Estimation Method and System, and Computer Readable Medium for the Method; US 7,346,588 B2; March 18, 2008; Class 705/400; 24 claims; assigned to Ricoh Company Limited
	Material information; processing cost information (formula given)
	Estimation of part cost that includes a manufacturing cost, a processing cost, a material cost, and a profit

	Standardized Method for Pricing Tree Services; US 7,346,589 B1; March 18, 2008; Class 705/400; 18 claims
	Tree trunk mass, adjusted canopy mass, difficulty factor data, disposal data, rental data, limb measurement data, pile volume data, pile compression data
	Price for tree services

	March 25, 2008
Total 705 Class patents issued:     35

Data In-Data Out patents:     at least 13



	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Insurance Incentive Program Having a Term of Years for Promoting the Purchase or Lease of an Automobile; US 7,349,860 B1; March 25, 2008; Class 705/4; 21 claims; assigned to Creative Innovators Associates, LLC
	Indication of a sale or lease of an item to a buyer; information on an insurance premium, on a financial balance, and on time periods 
	Calculation of payment amount, and receipt thereof

	Value Chain Management; US 7,349,861 B1; March 25, 2008; Class 705/7; 16 claims; assigned to i2 Technologies US, Inc.
	Planning data from entities in a value chain (process involves generation of a management plan, receipt of exceptions to the plan, and modification of the plan)
	Management of a value chain

	Business Intelligence Monitor Method and System; US 7,349,862 B2; March 25, 2008; Class 705/7; 36 claims; assigned to Cognos Incorporated
	Determination, organization, and monitoring of business intelligence indicators
	Report based on the monitoring

	Dynamic Planning Method and System; US 7,349,863 B1; March 25, 2008; Class 705/8; 23 claims; assigned to Massachusetts Institute of Technology
	List and characteristics of activities (process involves use of pre-structured process models and  time precedence relationships)
	Dynamic planning method (DPM) project planning model and simulations comparing the model with models generated by other methods

	Workflow System, Information Processor, and Method and Program for Workflow Management; US 7,349,864 B2; March 25, 2008; Class 705/8; 1 claim; assigned to International Business Machines Corporation
	Information on nodes in a workflow; instructions to terminate processing of a node
	Management of workflow

	Other Revenue Implementation for Financial Processing in a Relational Database Management System; US 7,349,874 B1; March 25, 2008; Class 705/35; 27 claims; assigned to NCR Corp.
	Account, event, and organizational attributes (formula provided: Profit = Net Interest Revenue + Other Revenue – Direct Expense – Indirect Expense – Risk Provision; definition of Other Revenue given)
	Profitability calculations

	Basic and Intermediate Net Interest Implementations for Financial Processing in a Relational Database Management System; US 7,349,875 B1; March 25, 2008; Class 705/35; 66 claims; assigned to NCR Corp.
	Account, event, and organizational attributes (formula provided: Profit = Net Interest Revenue + Other Revenue – Direct Expense – Indirect Expense – Risk Provision; additional formula for Net Interest Revenue given)
	Profitability calculations

	Determining a Minimum Price; US 7,349,876 B1; March 25, 2008; Class 705/35; 16 claims; assigned to Google, Inc.
	For entities participating in an auction for ad space, constraints (such as keywords, geolocations, serving times, etc.); from a database, minimum prices associated with the serving constraints
	Auction-wide minimum price

	Total Return to Shareholder Analytics; US 7,349,877 B2; March 25, 2008; Class 36R; 25 claims; assigned to Accenture Global Services GmbH (Switzerland)
	Financial data (process involves calculation of net operating profit less adjusted taxes (NOPLAT), revenue, capital charge, spread percentage, and invested capital values, and display of the results in graphic form)
	Graphical display of results of financial analysis (beaucoup goggledygook; in the running for the longest sentence)

	Simulation Method and System for the Valuation of Derivative Financial Instruments; US 7,349,878 B1; March 25, 2008; Class 705/37; 32 claims; assigned to Options Technology Company, Inc.
	Historical asset date (in a database; process involves Monte Carlo simulations and probability density calculations) 
	Derived option price and its sensitivity

	Optimized Security Constrained Unit Commitment Dispatch Using Linear Programming for Electricity Markets; US 7,349,882 B2; March 25, 2008; Class 705/37; 19 claims; assigned to Siemens Power Transmission & Distribution, Inc.
	Constraints on at least one market participant; bids from market participants (formula given; process involves mixed integer linear programming)
	Optimal pricing of energy and energy reserves

	Optimized Transmission and Load Security Constrained Unit Commitment Dispatch Using Linear Programming for Electricity Markets; US 7,349,883 B2; March 25, 2008; Class 705/37; 18 claims; assigned to Siemens Power Transmission & Distribution, Inc.
	Constraints on at least one market participant; bids from market participants (formula given; process involves mixed integer linear programming)
	Optimal energy and energy reserve dispatching

	Security Constrained Optimal Dispatch for Electricity Markets; US 7,349,887 B2; March 25, 2008; Class 705/412; 14 claims; assigned to Siemens Power Transmission & Distribution, Inc.
	Energy supply and energy demand requirements for imbalance energy in an energy imbalance market (formula given)
	Balanced dispatch instructions in response to the determined optimal dispatch of energy generation and energy load

	April 1, 2008
Total 705 Class patents issued:     36

Data In-Data Out patents:     at least 17



	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Allocating Freight Haulage Jobs; US 7,353,181 B2; April 1, 2008; Class 705/7; 20 claims; assigned to Hewlett-Packard Development Company, L.P.
	Capacity attributes of freight-hauling mobile carriers, attributes to include position information, route information, and excess capacity information; request for freight haulage
	Allocation of freight haulage job

	Method and System for Managing and Closing a Real Estate Transaction; US 7,353,183 B1; April 1, 2008; Class 705/9; 60 claims; assigned to Move, Inc.
	Interactive input of information on a real estate transaction (process breaks real estate transaction into at least 36 steps and involves keeping track of the steps with a Gantt chart) 
	Construction and updating of a Gantt chart on the progress of the transaction (perhaps the longest sentence in patent history)

	Advertising System; US 7,353,186 B2; April 1, 2008; Class 705/14; 13 claims
	Content of advertisements; advertisements categorized according to the levels of geographic fractionalization; advertisement perusal data 
	An advertising system capable of balancing the degree of fractionalization of geographical areas with the number and contents of advertisements being displayed

	Fuel Delivery System of Machine, Fuel Delivery Method and Fuel Delivery Program of the Same; US 7,353,193 B2; April 1, 2008; Class 705/28; 15 claims; assigned to Komatsu, Ltd. (Japan)
	Position information on machine needing periodic refueling; operation information about machine; machine’s fuel remaining time; estimated fuel feeding time
	Fuel delivery schedule

	Method and System for Managing a Mortgage-Backed Securities Index; US 7,353,198 B2; April 1, 2008; Class 705/36R; 66 claims; assigned to Credit Suisse Securities (USA) LLC
	Mortgage-backed securities (formula given; process involves assigning weights, calculating a total return for index and for each component security, and outputting total return)
	Output of calculated total return

	Internet-Based Employee Stock Option Planner; US 7,353,200 B1; April 1, 2008; Class 705/37; 7 claims
	Information on an individual’s stock options in a company; information on individual’s tax situation; projected annual percentage increase in the company’s stock
	Comparison of calculated gains from exercising stock options at different points in time

	Security Constrained Unit Commitment Pricing Optimization Using Linear Programming for Electricity Markets; US 7,353,201 B2; April 1, 2008; Class 705/37; 19 claims; assigned to Seimens Power Transmission & Distribution, Inc.
	Offers for electricity; constraints (formula given; process involves mixed integer linear programming)
	Market clearing prices and the amounts of products to be awarded to each market participant

	April 8, 2008
Total 705 Class patents issued:     41

Data In-Data Out patents:     at least 8



	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Method of Data Transformation Via Efficient Path Discovery Using a Digraph; US 7,356,480 B2; April 8, 2008; Class 705/7; 4 claims; assigned to International Business Machines Corporation
	Files
	Transformed data (gobbledygook)



	Integrated Change Management Unit; US 7,356,482 B2; April 8, 2008; Class 705/8; 59 claims; assigned to Alternative System, Inc.
	Regulatory and nonregulatory changes (process involves databases of that contain information on operations and requirements concerning an activity or area of business) 
	Changes in data entry forms, data processing and analysis procedures, and presentation (by printing, electronic display and/or distribution) of data processing and analysis results

	Request for Conformity System; US 7,356,483 B2; April 8, 2008; Class 705/8; 29 claims; assigned to The Boeing Company
	One or more components of an aircraft system that require certification activity are entered
	Certification party selected, process done, and report generated

	Self-Learning Method and Apparatus for Rating Service Providers and Predicting Future Performance; US 7,356,484 B2; April 8, 2008; Class 705/11; 14 claims; assigned to Agile Software Corporation
	Data on supplier performance (process involves identification of job attributes and creation of matrices) 
	Rating of supplier

	Automated Trading Exchange System Having Integrated Quote Risk Monitoring and Integrated Quote Modification Services; US 7,356,498 B2; April 8, 2008; Class 705/37; 28 claims; assigned to Chicago Board Options Exchange, Incorporated
	Orders and quotes
	A trade, determination of the trade’s affect on risk levels, and modification of remaining quotes if risk levels are affected 

	Method and Apparatus for Automated Trading of Equity Securities Using a Real Time Data Analysis; US 7,356,499 B1; April 8, 2008; Class 705/37; 7 claims; assigned to Dean Amburn (individual)
	Model to buy and sell; real-time data (model is based on volatility and liquidity rather than fundamentals)
	Automatic generation and execution of orders to buy and sell securities

	Integrated Price and Volume Display of Market Traded Securities Using Price-Volume Bars; US 7,356,501; April 8, 2008; Class 705/37; 12 claims
	Trading data about a security, the data including price, time, and size of individual trades
	A price-volume display of the manipulated data

	Methods for Determining Value at Risk; US 7,356,504 B2; April 8, 2008; Class 705/38; 11 claims; assigned to The Olsen Group (Switzerland)
	Financial market transaction data (process involves construction of a time series, an exponential moving average, an iterated exponential moving average, and a time-translation-invariant causal operator, and calculation of predictive factors)
	Value-at-risk calculations

	April 15, 2008
Total 705 Class patents issued:     26

Data In-Data Out patents:     at least 5



	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Condition Component Framework for Reinsurance; US 7,359,863 B1; April 15, 2008; Class 705/4; 41 claims; assigned to Computer Sciences Corporation
	Reinsurance contract; its conditions (process involves considerable manipulation and reorganization of contract terms and conditions)
	Amendment of one or more conditions of a reinsurance contract (gobbledygook)

	Method of Scheduling Appointments; US 7,359,864 B2; April 15, 2008; Class 705/9; 4 claims
	Data on jobs pending, times required (process involves iterations to determine appointment options) 
	Appointments schedule

	Generating a Risk Assessment Regarding a Software Implementation Project; US 7,359,865 B1; April 15, 2008; Class 705/10; 26 claims; assigned to i2 Technologies US, Inc.
	Risk factors with importance values and scores assigned by the implementing entity (process involves determination of estimated and actual weighted scores)
	Risk assessment (gobbledygook)

	System and Method for Calculating Parameters for a Commerce System; US 7,359,872 B2; April 15, 2008; Class 705/26; 7 claims; assigned to International Business Machines Corporation
	In an electronic order processing system, peripheral items, such as shipping, for which charges might be made or adjusted; calculation rules 
	Amount charged for the item

	Pricing Apparatus for Resolving Energy Imbalance Requirements in Real-Time; US 7,359,878 B2; April 15, 2008; Class 705/37; 8 claims; Assigned to Siemens Power Transmission & Distribution, Inc.
	Bids from market participants for balancing energy generation and energy load (process involves analyses of bids and resulting impacts; formula given)
	Optimum energy prices

	April 22, 2008
Total 705 Class patents issued:     46

Data In-Data Out patents:     at least 4



	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	System and Method for Providing a Price Quotation for a Transportation Service Based on Equipment Ownership; US 7,363,234 B2; April 22, 2008; Class 705/1; 23 claims; assigned to Canadian National Railway Company
	Shipping information from customer including commodity to be shipped, origin, destination, quantity, and owner of railcar for shipment
	Price quote (and if quote accepted, the shipping of the commodity)

	System, Apparatus and Method for Reticle Grade and Pricing Management; US 7,363,236 B2; April 22, 2008; Class 705/1; 28 claims; assigned to Chartered Semiconductor Manufacturing Ltd. (Singapore)
	Order information, layer information, and cost data for a reticle set (a reticle set being used in the manufacturing process for ships)
	Price of the reticle set

	Value-Based Framework for Inventory Management; US 7,363,259 B2; April 22, 2008; Class 705/28; 12 claims; assigned to International Business Machines Corporation
	Inventory data (process involves converting an inventory problem to a financial portfolio problem and optimizing, using such techniques as Monte Carlo, the portfolio) 
	Value of possible inventory investments

	Systems and Methods for Asset Valuation; US 7,363,266 B1; April 22, 2008; Class 705/36R; 65 claims; assigned to General Electric Capital Corporation
	Request of valuation of a good; data on a good (generally from a database; process can involve multiple computers and additional research)
	Value of a good

	April 29, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     30

Data In-Data Out patents:     at least 6


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Method and System for In-Service Monitoring and Training for a Radiologic Workstation; US 7,366,676 B2; April 29, 2008; Class 705/2; 11 claims; assigned to MeVis Breastcare GmbH & Co. (Germany)
	Undiagnosed real case; library of known cases (process involves entering a diagnosis of an unknown real case)
	Feedback message if the diagnosis is incorrect

	Residual Value Forecasting System and Method Thereof, Insurance Premium Calculation System and Method Thereof, and Computer Program Product; US 7,366,679 B2; April 29, 2008; Class 705/10; 18 claims; assigned to Proto Corporation (Japan) and The Tokio Marine & Fire Insurance Co., Ltd. (Japan)
	Data on car type and price; time frames (process involves a secondhand price database storing transaction data including the residual value of objects and age of the objects)
	Forecast of residual value and insurance premiums

	Project Management System and Method for Assessing Relationships between Current and Historical Projects; US 7,366,680 B1; April 29, 2008; Class 705/10; 11 claims; assigned to Perot Systems Corporation
	Data on historical projects; information on new project (process involves a variety of steps, creation of vectors, and statistical analyses; gobbledygook)
	Potential for success of the new project

	Method and Apparatus Upgrade Assistance Using Critical Historical Product Information; US 7,366,685 B2; April 29 2008; Class 705/26; 25 claims;  assigned to International Business Machines Corporation
	Data on computer usage (obtained from the computer)
	Recommendation of system resources

	Method and System for Generating an Index of Investment Returns; US 7,366,692 B2; April 29, 2008; Class 705/37; 23 claims; assigned to Mount Lucas Management Corp.
	Representative set of assets; holding periods and market prices (process involves determining weights for assets and computing returns on assets)
	Computation of index by combining returns of each asset class

	Dynamic Credit Management; US 7,366,693 B2; April 29, 2008; Class 705/38; 23 claims; assigned to Accenture Global Services GmbH (Switzerland)
	Counterparty credit quality data associated with a transaction of a financial instrument; debt market data associated with the transaction
	Dynamic credit limit defined in terms of credit exposure versus time

	May 6, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     20

Data In-Data Out patents:     at least 3


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Systems and Methods for USA Patriot Act Compliance; US 7,369,999 B2; May 6, 2008; Class 705/1; 18 claims; assigned to Dun and Bradstreet, Inc.
	Data elements descriptive of risk characteristics of a customer (long list of possible data elements given)
	Indices representative of a know-your-customer risk, including indices representative of Patriot Act compliance risk

	Method and System of Forecasting Unscheduled Component Demand; US 7,370,001 B2; May 6, 2008; Class 705/10; 7 claims; assigned to Delta Airlines, Inc.
	Computed statistical models for a probability of unscheduled component demand as a function of time and a failure rate of a component (each model uses an N-erlang distribution that includes a parameter lambda); for a component, historical unscheduled component demand data
	Time interval at which unscheduled component demand is expected to occur

	Modifying Advertisement Scores Based on Advertisement Response Probabilities; US 7,370,002 B2; May 6, 2008; Class 795/10; 27 claims; assigned to Microsoft Corporation
	Advertisement response probabilities (process involves “statistical prediction”)
	Modified advertisement score

	May 13, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     30

Data In-Data Out patents:     at least 6


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Brain Signal Selection by Contraction Mapping with Iterated Function Systems; US 7,373,302 B1; May 13, 2008; Class 705/1; 32 claims
	Signal values (for example, from the brain; detailed step-by-step procedure of “new mathematical paradigm” given)
	Signal map and index

	Methods and Systems for Estimating Building Reconstruction Costs; US 7,373,303 B2; May 13, 2008; Class 705/1; 8 claims; assigned to E2Value, Inc.
	From a database: price-index data based on location and reconstruction pricing, comparative building category data including pricing, and comparative building area data including pricing; for an individual building: geographic, category, and area data
	Estimate of reconstruction cost for a designated area within the particular building

	Workflow System Matrix Organization Search Engine; US 7,373,310 B1; May 13, 2008; Class 705/8; 3 claims; assigned to International Business Machines Corporation
	Service routing requests (computer-based process identifies a need that requires a resource and defines a role;  Frip says gobbledygook) 
	Best matching resources

	Method for Constructing an Updateable Database of Subject Behavior Patterns; US 7,373,311 B2; May 13, 2008; Class 705/10; 2 claims; assigned to Lucent Technologies Inc.
	Values of transaction variables for a new customer
	Selection, from a database, of histograms as a representative profile of the customer

	Information Recommendation Apparatus and Information Recommendation System; US 7,373,318 B2; May 13, 2008; Class 705/10; 25 claims; assigned to Matsushita Electric Industrial Co., Ltd.
	Conditions represented by predetermined items and attribute values; in a database, plural pieces of data having a plurality of ingredients, each set of ingredients operated on by a differing process (say what?)
	Recommendations (about what? you ask; Frip doesn’t have a clue)

	System and Method for Electronic Commerce; US 7,373,321 B2; May 13, 2008; Class 705/35; 19 claims; assigned to Ecost.Com, Inc.
	Product data including a sale start time, a sale duration time, and an initial quantity; sales data (process involves calculation of a sales trend condition based in part on sales velocity)
	In response to a customer’s request, a web page with a portion of the data and a sales trend indicator

	May 20, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     63

Data In-Data Out patents:     at least 11


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Claims Data Analysis Toolkit; US 7,376,573 B1; May 20, 2008; Class 705/4; 108 claims; assigned to Accenture LLP
	Information associated with processed claims, and query responses associated with the information; predetermined set of best practices associated with claims handling process
	Lost economic opportunity cost associated with processing the claims; best practice for processing the claims

	System and Method for Optimizing Benefit Plan Designs; US 7,376,574 B2; May 20, 2008; Class 705/4; 2 claims; assigned to Express Scripts, Inc.
	Benefit plan options; values for statistical factors related to each plan option; cost of each plan option; responses from participant group about relative weights of each statistical factor
	Average perceived benefit for each plan option; benefit-cost ratio for each plan option

	Designing Program and Method of Financial Article and Recording Medium Storing Financial Article Designing Program; US 7,376,575 B2; May 20, 2008; Class 705/4; 21 claims; assigned to Fujitsu Limited (Japan)
	Information necessary for designing an insurance product; risk recognition degree based on qualitative information from an individual customer or a database
	Necessary compensation amount for the risk; graphical display of risk recognition degree and compensation amount, the risk recognition degree being the length of a branch extending from a center point and the compensation amount being the size of an area at the end of the branch 

	Decision Making and Implementation System; US 7,376,576 B2; May 20, 2008; Class 705/7; 47 claims; assigned to Portblue Corporation
	An algorithm; information concerning a topic; input data, the data being input on a screen displaying the information concerning the topic (input data is iteratively processed through at least a portion of the algorithm)
	Recommendation (if recommendation rejected, additional data can be inputted and previous data modified)

	Computer-Implemented Product Valuation Tool; US 7,376,578 B1; May 20, 2008; Class 705/10; 5 claims; assigned to i2 Technologies US, Inc.
	Product components; demand probabilities (step-by-step process given)
	Product value

	Business Process Analysis Tool; US 7,376,579 B2; May 20, 2008; Class 705/10; 33 claims; assigned to SAP AG (Germany)
	Set of business processes based on user-selected industry and market participant; three filter options, the options being a transformational strategy method, a business goals and objectives method, and a program solutions method
	Subset of business processes for the user

	Method for Facilitating and Maintaining an Active Parts Data Repository; US 7,376,602 B2; May 20, 2008; Class 705/29; 8 claims; assigned to International Business Machines Corporation
	Part data; activity data including demand data, purchase data, and creation data; currency data (data is in a general parts database)
	Part data is maintained in an active status or transferred to a archive database

	Method and System for Evaluating Customers of a Financial Institution Using Customer Relationship Value Tags; US 7,376,603 B1; May 20, 2008; Class 705/35; 12 claims; assigned to Fair Isaac Corporation
	Information on a customer from a financial institution’s database; value and cost of each of the financial institution’s products held by the customer 
	Determination and implementation of an appropriate customer treatment action for the customer

	Computerized Method and System for Score Based Evaluation of Capital Market Investment Decisions and Strategies; US 7,376,610 B2; May 20, 2008; Class 705/36; 10 claims; assigned to International Business Machines Corporation
	For corporate bonds, particularly high yield corporate bonds, relevant market business information (process involves filtering the information into four interlinked areas, subscoring the results, and scoring, through a complex procedure, the subscores (Frip says that’s beautiful))
	Recommendation of an investment decision

	Detecting and Measuring Risk with Predictive Models Using Content Mining; US 7,376,618 B1; May 20, 2008; Class 705/38; 17 claims; assigned to Fair Isaac Corporation
	Merchant clusters, stored in a data base and being groups of similar merchants; data on a transaction between a consumer and a merchant (process involves a predictive model)
	Level of risk that the transaction is fraudulent

	Method and System for Rapid Tenant Screening, Lease Recommendation, and Automatic Conversion/Transcription of Data into Lease Documents; US 7,376,619 B1; May 20, 2008; Class 705/38; 28 claims; assigned to On-Site Manager, Inc.
	Tenant information, including financial information; property information (process involves determining acceptance criteria, value of each criteria, and based on the value, a score for each criteria; formula given)
	Composite score, a recommendation based on the score, and generated lease documents

	May 27, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     45

Data In-Data Out patents:     at least 9


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Cascaded Profiles for Multiple Interacting Entities; US 7,379,880; May 27, 2008; Class 705/1; 45 claims; assigned to Fair Isaac Corporation
	Transaction data (process involves deriving profiles from transaction data and enhancing the profiles using other profiles; the enhancement procedure involves multiple searches of the transaction data database; Frip: Beaucoup complex)
	Profiles of entities such as providers, clients, merchants, and customers, and entities that are interacting pairs of entities

	System and Method for Obtaining, Processing and Evaluating Patient Information for Diagnosing Disease and Selecting Treatment; US 7,379,885 B1; May 27, 2008; Class 705/2; 29 claims; assigned to David S. Zakim
	Patient medical history and current complaint (information acquired through an interactive, largely automated, multi-step process)
	Report for physician (Frip: Meet my new Doc, the computer)

	System and Method for Generating a Schedule Based on Resource Assignments; US 7,379,888 B1; May 27, 2008; Class 705/8; 13 claims; assigned to Microsoft Corporation
	Information on resources available for a project; information on project tasks (process involves subdividing tasks into assignments, grouping assignments, and scheduling assignments; Frip: Which came first, the task or the assignment; opps, this is Microsoft, better not make fun)
	Project schedule

	System and Method for Profit Maximization in Retail Industry; US 7,379,890 B2; May 27, 2008; Class 705/10; 38 claims; assigned to Makor Issues and Rights Ltd. (Israel)
	Sales data; sales conditions; promotion data (process involves concurrent optimization of prices and promotions for groups of interrelated products; process can be interactive; process involves data mining; Frip: Optimization patents are the cat’s meow)
	Demand predictions

	System and Method for Generating Market Pricing Information for Non-Fungible Items; US 7,379,898 B2; May 27, 2008; Class 705/20; 28 claims; assigned to i2 Technologies US, Inc.
	Historical pricing information for reference items; historical pricing information for non-fungible target items; market pricing information for reference items
	Market pricing information for non-fungible target items (Frip: Duh)

	Automated Data Warehouse for Demand Fulfillment System; US 7,379,905 B2; May 27, 2008; Class 705/28; 24 claims; assigned to Dell Products L.P.
	Customer order; current state of available inventory
	Work schedule and material delivery schedule (Frip: Double Duh)

	Apparatus, Systems and Methods for Transacting and Managing Like-Kind Exchanges; US 7,379,910 B2; May 27, 2008; Class 705/37; 82 claims; assigned to Accruit, LLC
	Information on a proposed property exchange
	Determination as to whether the exchange meets safe-harbor provisions for tax-deferred treatment; if so, automatically transacting at least a portion of the exchange (Frip: Will the IRS understand if the computer gives bad tax advice?)

	Pricing Model System and Method; US 7,379,922 B2; May 27, 2008; Class 705/400; 12 claims; assigned to Avanous, Inc.
	Information on sales, including volume, purchasing frequency, and gross profit, to customers and to a particular customer (process involves comparing sales information among customers to determine if prices can be raised for a particular customer; Frip: What about Equal Protection under the 14th Amendment?)
	Price for items for a particular customer

	Benchmarking of Computer and Network Support Services; US 7,379,923 B2; May 27, 2008; Class 705/400; 1 claim; assigned to International Business Machines Corporation
	Benchmark computer service contract; computer service contract (process involves determining the differences between the two contracts)
	Adjusting the price of the computer service contract (Frip: Go Big Blue!)

	June 3, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     43

Data In-Data Out patents:     at least 6


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Method for Displaying Product Value Chain Flow Diagram and Product Value Chain Data; US 7,383,192 B2; June 3, 2008; Class 705/1; 6 claims; assigned to Kabushiki Kaisha Toshiba (Japan) and The Board of Trustees of the Leland Stanford Junior University, California
	Information on a the flow of money, things, claims, persons, information, services, values or the like related to the lifecycle of products
	Product value chain diagram in which intermediate and final flow destinations are represented by block shapes and flows themselves are represented by arrows labeled with icons; Frip says, Duh!

	Demand Forecast Device, Method, and Program Product; US 7,383,201 B2; June 3, 2008; Class 705/10; 2 claims; assigned to Canon Kabushiki Kaisha (Japan)
	Data on supplies used by products such as copy machines or printers (Formulas given; Frip finds particularly intriguing the description of the input in the patent abstract: “inputted output figures of an outputted matter outputted by a product and sales figures of the supply”) 
	Forecasted consumption figures for the supplies

	Method, System and Computer Program Product for Historical Account Statements; US 7,383,212 B1; June 3, 2008; Class 705/35; 20 claims; assigned to Presidential Bank, FSB
	Financial account statements
	Financial account statements that can be viewed on line; Frip: Hasn’t viewing your financial statements online been around for several decades?

	Dynamic Event Selection for Financial Processing in a Relational Database Management System; US 7,383,214 B1; June 3, 2008; Class 705/35; 6 claims; assigned to Teradata US, Inc.
	Accounts and events stored in a database; rules
	Profitability calculations; Frip: Why didn’t I think of that?

	Trust Comparison Process; US 7,383,216 B1; June 3, 2008; Class 705/36; 6 claims; assigned to Wilmington Trust Corporation
	Data on assets in a trust; tax rates, trust fees, desired payout rates
	Visual comparison between the potential performance of an irrevocable trust and the potential performance if the trust is converted to a total return unitrust; Frip: Tired of those financial decisions? Let the computer do it. After all, computers did a bang up job securitizing the real estate market.  

	System and Method for Resource Reduction Financial Impact Analysis; June 3, 2008; Class 705/36; 4 claims; assigned to International Business Machines Corporation
	Employee data records; severance pay formulas
	Financial impact in terms of savings and costs of performing a resource reduction; Frip: Get what’s going on here? They are calculating how much it’ll cost them to fire your sorry butt. Only they refer to firing as a “resource reduction.” Nah, I wasn’t fired; I was just “resource reduced.”

	June 10, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     65

Data In-Data Out patents:     at least 4


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Method for Providing Fortune Information; US 7,386,461 B2; June 10, 2008; Class 705/1; 33 claims
	User’s data; stored in a database, fundamental data of fortunetelling (process involves application of the “principles of fortunetelling”)
	For the user, personal astrological predictions of favorable or unfavorable events

What can Frip possibly add?

	System and Method for Evaluating Real Estate Financing Structures; US 7,386,496 B1; June 10, 2008; Class 705/36; 18 claims; assigned to Jones Lang LaSalle IP, Inc. 
	Financial and non-financial data relating to a real estate asset or assets; possible financial structures for controlling the asset or assets
	Indicator values and total scores, which show the optimal financing structure 

Frip: More programming of a computer to do the screwups humans used to do; this is progress?

	Profitability Evaluation in Transaction Decision; US 7,386,503 B2; June 10, 2008; Class 705/38; 20 claims; assigned to First Data Corporation
	Variables “at least some” of which directly relate to the potential profit or loss of a transaction (formula given)
	Based on the calculated potential profit of the transaction, approval or disapproval of the transaction

Frip’s head hurts.

	Intelligent Clustering System; US 7,386,519 B1; June 10, 2008; Class 705/400; 20 claims; assigned to Demandtec, Inc.
	Specific store information for stores in a group of stores (formula given; part of the process uses “demand coefficients, cost coefficients, and optimization rules”)
	Optimal store clusters based on price optimization

Frip: Yeah, I don’t know what they’re talking about either.

	June 17, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     39

Data In-Data Out patents:     at the very least, 3 


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	System, Method, and Program Product for Selecting a Lower Cost Supplier Based on Total Cost and Forecasted Demand; US 7,389,248 B2; June 17, 2008; Class 705/7; 20 claims; assigned to International Business Machines Corporation
	Costs, fixed and variable, for components of an item; order specification; demand forecast (process involves calculation of optimal order quantity and total lifetime cost for each potential supplier; formula given)
	Identification of lowest cost supplier

Frip: Don’t business school students do such projects every day?

	Dynamic Residential Construction Cost Estimation Process; US 7,389,255 B2; June 17, 2008; Class 705/26; 30 claims
	Project criteria; design characteristics (process purports to calculate the cost at the “component level” of constructing a house; allegedly obviates the need for a floor plan as the beginning point for determining costs)
	Cost of constructing a residence, the cost being “dynamically linked” to the inputted and select options

Frip: A house without a plan; Frip’s had a few of those.

	Systems and Methods for Automated Political Risk Management; US 7,389,265 B2; June 17, 2008; Class 705/38; 6 claims; assigned to Goldman Sachs & Co.
	Financial transaction data; data identifying participants in the transaction
	Determination if a participant is a “politically identified person (“PIP”)” and, if so, calculation of a political risk score

Frip: Yeah, get those PIPs!

	June 24, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     33

Data In-Data Out patents:     at the very least, 3 


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Method for Recommending Disposable Absorbent Incontinence Articles; US 7,392,200 B2; June 24, 2008; Class 705/3; 9 claims; assigned to Proctor & Gamble Company
	Information about incontinence devices currently used by the user, an incontinent person; information about the situation of the user; information, in a database, on disposable absorbent incontinence articles
	Recommendation of an appropriate disposable absorbent incontinence article

Frip: Ooookay. . . .

	Analysis of Financial Derivatives; US 7,392,211 B2; June 24, 2008; Class 705/35; 15 claims; assigned to International Business Machines Corporation
	Trend and variances for a financial asset (process involves calculation of first and second density functions, integration (the calculus kind), and “a convex superposition of mutually-translated delta functions”; formula given)
	Expected future value and yield

Frip: Nerds strike again.

	Methods and Apparatus for Utilizing a Proportional Hazards Model to Evaluate Loan Risk; US 7,392,216 B1; June 24, 2008; Class 705/37; 18 claims; assigned to GE Capital Mortgage Corporation
	Mortgage loan data for an applicant for a loan, the data including the occurrence and timing of an event relevant to the loan (process uses a proportional hazards model and a hat function model, the latter model allowing “nonlinear effects to be modeled in a continuous fashion”) 
	Default probability

Frip: Worked well, didn’t it?

	July 1, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     46

Data In-Data Out patents:     at the very least, 3 


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Method and System for Providing Financial Functions; US 7,395,232 B1; July 1, 2008; Class 705/35; 1 claim; assigned to TradeRisks, Inc.
	Client financial information; historic and current market information (process involves creating and analyzing risk management information, and communicating frequently with the client)
	Based on the risk management analysis and the financial information, determining appropriate financial actions for the client

Frip: Really, does such financial gobbledygook constitute an “invention” as envisioned by those who wrote the Constitution? 

	Strategy Independent Optimization of Multi Objective Functions; US 7,395,235 B2; July 1, 2008: Class 705/36; 22 claims: assigned to Centre for Development of Advanced Computing
	Set of strategies; portfolio of investments; set of time series (?); information on environment
	Unclear but maybe an optimized portfolio

Frip: With phrases such as “creating a genetic algorithm model” and “polarizing the collated data” this multi-step thing is beyond comprehension.

	Risk Management System and Method Providing Rule-Based Evolution of a Portfolio of Instruments; US 7,395,236 B2; July 1, 2008; Class 705/36R; 27 claims; assigned to Algorithmics Software LLC
	A portfolio; possible future scenarios (process involves complex multi-step simulations)
	Portfolio risks and strategies

Frip: The word “dynamic” is often used in this “invention,” as in “we’ve found a dynamic way to lose your dynamic butt.”

	July 8, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     39

Data In-Data Out patents:     at the very least, 3 


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Method and Apparatus for Component Plan Analysis Under Uncertainty; US 7,398,221 B1; July 8, 2008; Class 705/7; 22 claims; assigned to Rapt, Inc.
	Assumptions to create a scenario for one or more products for one or more time planning periods; component consumption requirements for product or products; component plan
	Calculated risk and performance indicators

Frip: Assumptions, requirements, scenarios, plans, risk: yep, the jargon is all there.

	Future Value Analytics; US 7,398,240 B2; July 8, 2008; Class 705/35; 27 claims; assigned to Accenture Global Services GmbH (Switzerland)
	Financial data about a company; macroeconomic data
	Current and future value of the company; decomposition of the future value into an economy component, an operating advantage component, and a future value premium

Frip: Just tell me, should I buy the darn stock or not?

	Component Cost Estimation System, Component Cost Estimation Method, Cost Standard Data Providing System, Cost Standard Data Providing Method, Recording Medium, and a Computer Data Signal; US 7,398,254 B2; July 8, 2008; Class 705/400; 16 claims; assigned to Ricoh Company, Ltd. (Japan)
	Data for designating a material of a component to be manufactured; manufacturing steps; material costs; manufacturing steps costs
	Estimation of component cost

Frip: Yawn.

	July 15, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     31

Data In-Data Out patents:     at the very least, 4 


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Tool for Analyzing Corporate Airline Bids; US 7,401,029 B2; July 15, 2008; Class 705/6; 22 claims; assigned to TRX, Inc.
	Airline schedule data for city pairs
	Fair market share for each airline in relation to a given city pair (enables corporate user to evaluate airline supplier scenarios in terms of such criteria as cost and travel time)

Frip: And at the bottom is the assumption that airline schedules are worth the paper they are printed on.

	Stock Price Chart; US 7,401,038 B2; July 15, 2008; Class 705/35; 29 claims; assigned to Masuda Economic Research Institute Ltd. (Japan) 
	Time series of prices for a stock
	Graphical display with a prices axis and a time axis and a “stick” representing the range of closing prices for two adjacent time periods

Frip: A patent for a graph!?

	Method for Profiling Options; US 7,401,042 B1; July 15, 2008; Class 705/36; 16 claims
	Option price and volatility data (process involves various manipulations and calculations, including “delta-neutral hedging”)
	Graphical display with a rate of return index as the vertical axis and volatility as the horizontal axis

Frip: Another graph? 

	Systems and Methods for Providing Robust Investment Portfolios; US 7,401,041 B2; July 15, 2008; Class 705/36R; 38 claims; assigned to the Trustees of Columbia University
	Historical return data on a number of assets; investment parameters, which are assumed to be error bounded rather than precisely known values
	Investment portfolio

Frip: Kiss Columbia University’s endowment goodbye.

	July 22, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     28

Data In-Data Out patents:     at the very least, 4 


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	System and Method for Sequential Decision Making for Customer Relationship Management; US 7,403,904 B2; July 22, 2008; Class 705/10; 31 claims; assigned to International Business Machines Corporation
	Customer data including stimulus-response history data
	Actionable rules for optimizing a sequence of decisions over a period of time (generating actionable rules may include estimating a value function using reinforcement learning)

Frip: The way IBM talks turns me on.

	Approach for Estimating User Ratings of Items; US 7,403,910 B1; July 22, 2008; Class 705/36; 18 claims; assigned to Netflix, Inc.
	An item—a movie, a game, or a similar item—that has not been rated by a user; ratings by the user of other items; ratings by others of both the item not rated by the user and items rated by the user
	Estimation of how the user would rate the item that he or she has not yet rated

Frip: So if the process says the user would like the item and he or she doesn’t, can he or she sue?

	Investment Portfolio Compliance System; US 7,403,918 B2; July 22, 2008; Class 705/36; 26 claims; assigned to BlackRock, Inc.
	Rules pertaining to investment objectives, the rules apparently being contained in a “dynamic database”; an investment request involving a financial instrument
	Determination of whether the investment request complies with the pertinent rule

Frip: How about a rule that tells me how to make a million bucks.

	System  and Method for Determining the Liquidity of a Credit; US 7,403,919 B2; July 22, 2008; Class 705/36R; 5 claims; assigned to Goldman Sachs & Co.
	Age and size of a first credit issued by a first issuer; model issuer premium associated with the first issuer; applied issuer premium associated with the first credit
	Liquidity score

Frip: If Joe Six-Pack can’t understand it, it’s probably garbage

	July 29, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     26

Data In-Data Out patents:     at the very least, 3 


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	System and Method for Managing Intellectual Property Life Cycles; US 7,406,425 B1; July 29, 2008; Class 705/1; 57 claims; assigned to AT&T Delaware Intellectual Property, Inc.
	Intellectual property rights asset protection data; intellectual property rights asset marketability data (the protection and marketability data are integrated by a computer program) 
	Integrated result to aid in a decision about how an intellectual property rights asset should be used

Frip: A patent on how to protect patents: isn’t that carrying things a little too far?

	System and Method for Improving the Performance of Electronic Media Advertising Campaigns through Multi-Attribute Analysis and Optimization; US 7,406,434 B1; July 29, 2008; Class 705/10; 62 claims; assigned to Carl Meyer
	Historical performance data for message performance for at least one previous stage of a multi-stage message campaign (process involves generating a multiattribute system that describes the message alternatives in terms of attributes and attribute values)
	Determination of the importance of attributes and attribute values to the performance of message alternatives

Frip: Another “invention” that seems to consist mostly of words.

	Dynamic Location Based on Cost Minimization; US 7,406,448 B2; July 29, 2008; Class 705/400; 28 claims
	Current location of a vehicle (possibly from a global positioning system); location of destination; locations of gas stations; gas prices at those stations
	Based on gas prices and driving mileage, least costly station at which to buy gas

Frip: This actually sounds like a neat idea. But isn’t it just a computer program, and aren’t computer programs nonpatentable? 

	August 5, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     20

Data In-Data Out patents:     at the very least, 3 


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Quantification of Operational Risks; US 7,409,357 B2; August 5, 2008; Class 705/7; 21 claims; assigned to Accenture Global Services, GmbH (Switzerland)
	Multi-dimensional loss data (data is analyzed, massaged, and manipulated by “advanced measurement approaches”)
	Calculated value at risk

Frip: Just be thankful these guys aren’t running the country.

	Financial Advice Strategy System; US 7,409,364 B1; August 5, 2008; Class 705/35; 15 claims; assigned to JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.
	An individual’s current economic situation (process involves a customer service representative interacting with a computer)
	Advice to the customer service representative on payment options for the individual and negotiating strategies to use with the individual

Frip: How about a corresponding process for the poor delinquent debtor through which he tells the customer service representative to “Bug Off”?

	Risk Provision Implementation Financial Processing in a Relationship Database Management System; US 7,409,365 B1; August 5, 2008; Class 705/35; 81 claims; assigned to Teredata, US Inc.
	Account attributes; event attributes; organizational attributes
	Profitability calculations, including Profit = Net Interest Revenue+Other Revenue-Direct Expense-Indirect Expense-Risk Provision, Risk Provision being an expected future loss due to risk factors

Frip: Ho-hum, Accounting 101 anyone?

	August 12, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     31

Data In-Data Out patents:     at the very least, 3 


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Method for Analyzing Net Demand for a Market Area Utilizing Weighted Bands; US 7,412,398 B1; August 12, 2008; Class 705/10; 5 claims
	Defined market area; market information for bands within the market area (process involves weighting the bands)
	Net demand model to perform market studies including point studies, comparison studies, area studies, and multi-unit simulations

Frip: Is it just me, or is the English language taking a beating?

	Designing Business Processes Using Distributed Process Flows; US 7,412,399 B1; August 12, 2008; Class 705/10; 10 claims; assigned to BEA Systems Inc.
	A “first business process comprising a first activity”; a “second business process comprising a second activity” and related to the first activity; a “first instance” at the “first activity” of the “first business process”
	A “second instance is created at the second activity in response to receiving the first instance at the first activity of the first business process into the second business process”

Frip: Okay, now you’re just messing with me.

	Computerised Financial Services Method; US 7,412,413 B2; August 12, 2008; Class 705/35; 27 claims; assigned to Enterprise Value Limited 
	Forecasted earnings or cash flow stream; cost of capital, which may be based upon a value of enterprise value; value of debt and adjustments; market capitalization
	A measure of residual income

Frip: Hasn’t anyone at the Patent Office taken Accounting 101?

	Portfolio Rebalancing by Means of Resampled Efficient Frontiers with Forecast Confidence Level; US 7,412,414 B2; August 12, 2008; Class 705/36R; 7 claims; assigned to Michaud Partners LLP
	Expected return; standard deviation of return for each asset (process involves calculation of a “mean-variance efficient frontier” and determination of a “meta-resampled efficient frontier,” and then a bunch of other stuff)
	Portfolio weight for each asset of an optimal portfolio

Frip: As you’re trying to figure out what a “meta-resampled efficient frontier” is, these boys and your money are on the way to Rio.

	August 19, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     27

Data In-Data Out patents:     at the very least, 5 


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Method and Apparatus for Generating Standardized Environmental Benefit Credits; US 7,415,418 B2; August 19, 2008; Class 705/1; 26 claims; assigned to South Dakota School of Mines and Technology
	Data specific to a parcel of land and at least one environmental attribute; data general to the geographical region; process involves determining the change in the environmental attribute due to human activity, conducting an uncertainty analysis
	Standardized environmental attributes

Frip: Patenting the environment, eh?

	Method and Apparatus for the Topographical Mapping of Investment Risk, Safety and Efficiency; US 7,415,433 B2; August 19, 2008; Class 705/36; 12 claims
	Portfolio pricing data for a period of time; process involves determining, in a decidedly complex fashion, the difference between a mean return and a benchmark return
	Graphical depiction, in the form of a topographical map, of the results

Frip: The part of the formula I like is X subscript m minus X subscript b equals a bunch of terms.

	Method and System for Providing a Financial Analysis of an Enhanced Wireless Communications Service; US 7,415,434 B2; August 19, 2008; Class 705/36; 27 claims; assigned to Accenture LLP
	User input related to an existing wireless communications service and a proposed enhanced wireless communications service; from a database, general market data and a standard adoption curve
	Graphical financial analysis based on an evaluation of an adjusted adoption curve and the general market data

Frip: While you’re enhancing a wireless communications system, how ‘bout making some simple phones for old people?

	Method and Apparatus for the Receipt, Combination, and Evaluation of Equity Portfolios for Execution by a Sponsor at Passively Determined Prices; US 7,415,432 B1; August 19, 2008; Class 705/36R; 50 claims; assigned to D.E. Shaw & Co., Inc.
	Intended portfolio trades; process involves risk evaluations
	Evaluation of the trades and transmission of execution orders

Frip: And this differs from long existing practices in what way?

	Business Development Process; US 7,415,437 B2; August 19, 2008; Class 705/37; 14 claims; assigned to the United States of America as represented by the Secretary of the Navy
	Data for ideas; process involves filtering data in order to identify potential business opportunities, and then conducting an opportunity analysis on the potential business opportunities
	Business proposal for valid business opportunities.

Frip: And this several centuries’ way of doing things is now a patent of the U.S. Navy!!??

	August 26, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     33

Data In-Data Out patents:     at the very least, 6 


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	System and Method to Organize and Manage Corporate Capitalization and Securities; US 7,418,414 B2; August 26, 2008; Class 705/35; 40 claims; assigned to Eprosper
	From a database, detailed data on a company’s capitalization; request by a person that would affect the capitalization, for example to exercise a derivative
	Update of the database and fulfillment of the request

Frip: So, human’s are becoming superfluous.

	Object-Oriented Representation of a Generic Profitability Rule for Financial Processing in a Relational Database Management System; US 7,418,415 B1; August 26, 2008; Class 705/35; 39 claims; assigned to Teredata US, Inc.
	From a database, account, product, and event attributes; rules, each of which “is represented as one or more objects in a hierarchy, the objects include one or more relations, criteria lists and criteria, each of the relations includes one or more of the criteria lists, and each of the criteria lists includes one or more of the criteria” 
	Profitability calculations

Frip: Objects, hierarchy, relations, criteria lists: we’ve definitely hit the bailiwick of a select few individuals 

	Credit Index, a System and Method for Structuring a Credit Index, and a System and Method for Operating a Credit Index; US 7,418,417 B2; August 26, 2008; Class 705/36R; 57 claims; assigned to Goldman Sachs & Co.
	Raw scores for credits being considered for inclusion in an index of credits, the raw scores being a function of the ages and sizes of the credits; model issue premium for each credit issuer; applied issuer premium for each credit 
	Liquidity score for each credit and determination of the credits to be included in the index

Frip: So this is high finance, eh?

	System and Method for Pricing Fixed Income Securities; US 7,418,418 B2; August 26, 2008; Class 705/36R; 33 claims; assigned to Blackrock Financial Management, Inc. 
	From a database, a portfolio of fixed income securities; pricing method for a selected fixed income security in the portfolio, the method being the result of the user using a graphical interface to enter requirements on the number of basis points, the kind of operation, and the sources and characteristics of the data
	Price of the selected fixed income security

Frip: My head hurts.

	Method and System for Comparison and Evaluation of Investment Portfolios; US 7,418,419 B2; August 26, 2008; Class 705/36R; 23 claims; assigned to Buyside Research LLC
	Financial data on companies; process involves “fiscal data realignment and multiple holdings evaluations for fundamental financial analyses for each stock”
	Evaluation of an investment portfolio

Frip: Do these financial boys and girls have a clue as to what they are talking about?

	Method and System for Providing Downside Protection of Stock Market Investments; US 7,418,420 B2; August 26, 2008; Class 705/37; 6 claims
	Name of a security; stop loss percentage for the security; maximum stop loss currency amount, being the maximum allowable currency amount for the security to decrease from the high value; buy price; market price
	Sell price, and execution thereof

Frip: This “invention” is the result of two guys working alone. And they have achieved the same level of incomprehension as a Morgan Stanley or a Goldman Sachs.

	September 2, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     19

Data In-Data Out patents:     at the very least, 4  


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	System and Method for Producing Unique Account Names; US 7,421,395 B1; September 2, 2008; Class 705-1; 46 claims; assigned to Microsoft Corporation
	Requested name for an account (name is compared to existing names; if requested name is not unique, a computer program suggests a modified name)
	Modified account name

Frip: So this is what the brains at Microsoft spend their time doing? No wonder Vista is a mess.

	Methods and Apparatus for Developing Investments; US 7,421,405 B2; September 2, 2008; Class 705/36; 39 claims; assigned to Constellation Capital Management Limited (Australia)
	Domestic and international investments (investments are divided into industry groups; each group is given a domestic weighting and an industry weighting; a mixture of investments can then be determined)
	Properly weighted investment portfolio

Frip: The Aussies got it going!

	Process and System for Determining Correlation of Public and Private Markets and Risk of Private Markets; US 7,421,407 B2; September 2, 2008; Class 705/36R; 13 claims; assigned to Alignment Capital Group
	Data on investments (process involves regression analysis, equations, coefficients of determination, coefficients of correlation, and other stuff from Statistics 101)
	Quantitative value for “the risk of in a private investment portfolio relative to a public market, the correlation of the private investment portfolio to the public market and the excess return of the private investment portfolio over the public market”

Frip: Okay, so you got an MBA. That doesn’t mean you should patent your homework projects. 

	Personal or Family Financial Accounting and Management System; US 7,421,408 B2; September 2, 2008; Class 705/36R; 24 claims
	Personal financial code, which is a rule regarding the relative valuations of a set of asset categories, the categories being income producing, income consuming, “non-producing income producing,” and neutral; budgetary guidelines; (process involves time period comparisons and projection of the comparisons to subsequent time periods)
	State of user’s personal finances

Frip: All of my assets fall into the category of “non-producing income producing.”

	September 9, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     26

Data In-Data Out patents:     at the very least,  


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Sales Optimization; US 7,424,440 B1; September 9, 2008; Class 705/10; 18 claims; assigned to Accenture Services Limited (UK)
	Archived sales date; (archived data is formatted into data base files and massaged through several steps; process involves formulas)
	Forecast of a marketing decision on future sales

Frip: Optimization. That’s the word, nerd.

	System and Method for Performing Automatic Spread Trading; US 7,424,450 B2; September 9, 2008; Class 705/35; 11 claims; assigned to Pablo LLC
	Feeds of market data from electronic exchanges; spread parameters for trading based on spreads between two tradeable objects
	A spread data feed that has the highest bid price available to buy a spread and the lowest ask price available to sell the spread; trade orders

Frip: Automatic trading? No potential for something going wrong there.

	System and Method of Solving Optimization Problems Using Prestored Advanced Bases; US 7,424,451 B1; September 9, 2008; Class 705/37; 2 claims; assigned to International Business Machines Corporation
	Prestored data groups pertaining to anticipated optimization problems; a current optimization problem
	Solution to the current optimization problem

Frip: Optimization again. If you don’t get the optimized solution, is the patent valid?

	September 16, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     25

Data In-Data Out patents:     at the very least,  5


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Health Cost Calculator/Flexible Spending Account Calculator; US 7,426,474 B2; September 16, 2008; Class 705/2; 14 claims; assigned to The Rand Corporation
	Health care use and cost data for a reference population; personal and health information on the user and household members; estimates of the user’s marginal tax rate and risk aversion
	Estimates of out-of-pocket costs the user and his or her household are likely to incur in the coming year in various health plans; optimal flexible savings account contributions

Frip; Tough to top this bit of jargon in the patent: “formulating a dynamic programming model based on a consumer’s objective function comprising a utility function, said dynamic programming model incorporating health plan parameters; exogenous parameters, preference parameters, and a health transition equation. . . .”

	In-Vehicle Promotions System; US 7,426,480 B2; September 16, 2008; Class 705/14; 66 claims; assigned to Catalina Marketing Corporation
	Vehicle location (from monitoring by a GPS or Loran receiver)
	Promotion information, including coupons, from nearby stores, the information being received by a wireless device within the vehicle and displayed on an onboard display system

Frip: Who will be in the first accident caused by this baby?

	System and Method for Efficiently Using Collateral for Risk Offset; US 7,426,487 B2; September 16, 2008; Class 705/35; 12 claims; assigned to Chicago Mercantile Exchange
	A trader’s portfolio or open position; assets given by the trader as collateral
	Determination of the correlation between the open position and the collateral, and if correlated, adjustment of the amount of collateral required

Frip: That’s right, let the machine do the math

	Private Equity Investments; US 7,426,488 B1; September 16, 2008; Class 705/36R; 37 claims
	Public equity data; private equity data, the data containing a depreciation index, a liquidity index, and a valuation index
	Analysis of a private equity investment

Frip: How many versions of Investments 101 will the Patent Office bless before wising up?

	Method and System for Banking and Exchanging Emission Reduction Credits; US 7,426,489 B2; September 16, 2008; Class 705/37; 42 claims; assigned to International Carbon Bank and Exchange, Inc.
	Identity of a carbon sink customer account; Identity of type of carbon sink; input data; type of accreditation level
	Calculation of an emission reduction credit value representative of the renewable energy and emission reduction provided by the carbon sink, and crediting of the percentage of the value to the carbon sink customer based on the selected accreditation level

Frip: So how much energy is squandered in this process?

	September 23, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     19

Data In-Data Out patents:     at the very least, 2 


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Object Based Workflow System and Method; US 7,428,495 B2; September 23, 2008; Class 705/8; 21 claims; assigned to International Projects Consultancy Services, Inc.
	Tasks that are parts of a workflow;
	Workflow checklists that may be modified and displayed graphically

Frip: Really, computers are enabling us to be entirely too anal. 

	System and Method for Hybrid Spreading for Risk Management; US 7,428,508 B2; September 23, 2008; Class 705/37; 19 claims; assigned to Chicago Mercantile Exchange
	Portfolio of positions traded on an exchange; (process involves a variety of spread calculations, each based on a different method)
	Average risk of the portfolio

Frip: Why hasn’t such genius kept us from our present predicament?

	September 30, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     34

Data In-Data Out patents:     at the very least, 2 


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Air Cargo Yield Management System and Method Utilizing Booking Profiles and Unconstrained Demand; US 7,430,518 B2; September 30, 2008; Class 705/7; 18 claims; assigned to International Business Machines Corporation
	Historical profiles of the capacity, defined by weight and volume, for different categories of cargo for a cargo flight; (process involves a seriously detailed, and largely incomprehensible, series of estimations and calculations)
	Decision that would optimize revenue

Frip: The description of this patent is beyond comprehension. But if IBM says it has invented something, the Patent Office is not about to disagree.

	System and Method for Trade Entry; US 7,430,532 B2; September 30, 2008; Class 705/36R; 8 claims; assigned to Blackrock Financial Management, Inc.
	“An analytics platform adapted and configured to perform an economic analysis on a selected individual fixed income security under user defined conditions;” user defined conditions
	Recommended transaction, and means for actualizing it

Frip: If you make it sound impressive, you’re more likely to accomplish the con.

	October 7, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     24

Data In-Data Out patents:     at the very least, 2 


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Apparatus and Methods for Handling Trading Data; US 7,433,837 B2; October 7, 2008; Class 705/35; 50 claims; assigned to The World Markets Company PLC
	Price samples of a currency over a period of time and from multiple sources
	Price for the currency

Frip: And this is an innovation because. . .

	System and Method for Dynamic, Multivariable Comparison of Financial Products; US 7,433,840 B2; October 7, 2008; Class 705/36R; 20 claims; assigned to JPMorgan Chase Bank, N.A.
	Information source for financial products; user-selected quantitative criteria and user-selected weighting criteria
	Comparison results for financial products

Frip: Ditto (see above).



	October 14, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     34

Data In-Data Out patents:     at the very least, 5 


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Methods for Estimating the Seasonality of Groups of Similar Items of Commerce Data Sets Based on Historical Sales Date Values and Associated Error Information; US 7,437,308 B2; October 14, 2008; Class 705/10; 13 claims; assigned to Oracle International Corporation
	Multiple data sets each containing data points expressed as values and associated errors; process involves equations using a Chi-square distribution function
	A cluster that is a composite of the multiple data sets

Frip: Some heavy duty math going on here.

	Talent Management System and Methods for Reviewing and Qualifying a Workforce Utilizing Categorized and Free-Form Text Data; US 7,437,309 B2; October 14, 2008; Class 705/11; 3 claims; assigned to Corporate Fables, Inc.
	“[I]nformation from any combination of position applicants, employees, and reserve pool talent reflective of the position skills, performance, and requirement thereof”
	Scored and ranked results

Frip: Talent Management System, eh? Maybe that’s how we should select a President.

	Method and System for Spot Pricing Via Clustering Based on Demand Estimation; US 7,437,323 B1; October 14, 2008; Class 705/36R; 17 claims; assigned to Pros Revenue Management, L.P.
	Transactional historical data, being prices, quantities, and sales dates of a commodity; non-transactional historical data, being non-transactional information or conditions that affect the spot price of and demand for a commodity; process involves a clustering process 
	Price-demand curve for the commodity on the spot market for the next pricing period

Frip: Sounds simple enough.

	System and Method for Performing Automatic Spread Trading; US 7,437,325 B2; October 14, 2008; Class 705/37; 15 claims; assigned to Pablo LLC
	Market data feeds that contain market information for objects traded on an exchange; spread setting parameters
	Display of the spread as bid and ask quantities associated with an axis or scale of prices; user may enter an order and the computer program will work to achieve the spread

Frip: Let the computer lose your money.

	Securities Trading Simulation; US 7,437,326 B2; October 14, 2008; Class 705/37; 48 claims; assigned to FMR Corp.
	Actual or potential market data
	Distribution of simulated trade prices

Frip: Another “Huh?”

	October 21, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     26

Data In-Data Out patents:     at the very least, 4


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Method and System for Simulating Implied Volatility Surfaces for Basket Option Pricing; US 7,440,916 B2; October 21, 2008; Class 705/36R; 14 claims; assigned to Goldman Sachs & Co.
	“Volatility surface model,” being a surface model defining a volatility surface with surface parameters; values for surface parameters; option pricing model; (process involved is beyond the understanding of Frip)
	Price of a basket option

Frip: Goldman Sachs, eh? These are the guys who brought you the current financial chaos and who are now in the Treasury Department allegedly straightening things out. Gives you a good feeling, huh?

	Order Risk Management System; US 7,440,917 B2; October 21, 2008; Class 705/36R; 24 claims; assigned to Chicago Mercantile Exchange, Inc.
	“Derivative product order risk data” that “may include maximum delta, gamma and/or vega utilization values for derivative product contracts based on the same underlying product”; trader’s “current utilization state and the utilization that would result after the trade”
	Processing of the derivative product order in a manner that is a function of the risk data and the utilization data

Frip: Risk data and utilization data: now why didn’t I think of that?

	Tool for Estimating a Cost of a Trade; US 7,440,920 B2; October 21, 2008; Class 705/37; 9 claims; assigned to Lehman Brothers Inc.
	A number of trade factors including the size of an order, the average daily volume of the stock, the average bid-ask spread of the stock, the volatility of the stock, and the exchange on which the stock trades
	Estimated cost of trade

Frip: Note the assignee. Didn’t they go belly-up?

	System and Method for Evaluating Real Estate Transactions; US 7,440,921 B1; October 21, 2008; Class 705/38; 15 claims; assigned to General Electric Capital Corporation
	Data about a proposed real estate transaction
	Probability that the transaction will be approved

Frip: Boy, could we have used this over the last few years!

	October 28, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     18

Data In-Data Out patents:     at the very least, 2 


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	System and Method for Modeling of Healthcare Utilization; US 7,444,291 B1; October 28, 2008; Class 705/2; 28 claims; assigned to Ingenix, Inc.
	Usage data from physician claims, hospital claims, and pharmacy claims; disease categories; explanatory variables; process involves assigning weights to disease categories, calculating a burden of illness score of each member of a health plan, and computing a utilization score for each member of the health plan
	Healthcare resource consumption in a target period

Frip: Why not dispense with the intermediate stuff and calculate when we’re each going belly up?

	Process for Calculating the Economic Value Created by a Business Activity; US 7,444,307 B2; October 28, 2008; Class 705/400; 22 claims; assigned to E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company
	Data for multiple business activities
	Economic value added for the business activities

Frip: Brings back fond memories of those first year MBA courses.

	November 4, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     23

Data In-Data Out patents:     at the very least, 3


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Method and Computer-Readable Medium for Automated Dynamic Pricing of Products with Parameter-Driven Transitions; US 7,447,646 B1; November 4, 2008; Class 705/26; 35 claims; assigned to Amazon Technologies, Inc.
	Stages in the life cycle of a product; pricing states correlated to one or more life cycle stages; pricing mechanism for each pricing state; pricing triggers that may include one or more trigger parameters
	Price of a product

Frip: Why not just do what the Decider does and decide the price by gut feeling?

	Method for Accelerating Sarbanes-Oxley (SOX) Compliance Process for Management of a Company; US 7,447,650 B1; November 4, 2008; Class 705/35; 18 claims; assigned to Avalion Consulting, LLC
	Scope components for SOX compliance; internal controls, which are operated using a dynamic internal controls library; remediated internal controls that were outside of the parameters of the internal controls library
	Certifications, assertions, and reports relative to SOX compliance (process involves real time monitoring)

Frip: “Scope components,” “dynamic internal controls library,” “remediating” of internal controls? Really, there ought to be a requirement that a U.S. patent is in U.S. English

	Methods and Systems for Portfolio Cash Flow Valuation; US 7,447,652 B2; November 4, 2008; Class 705/36; 36 claims; assigned to GE Corporate Financial Services, Inc.
	Cash flow data for assets in portfolios of distressed financial assets; cash flow model; assumptions for sensitivity analyses using a Monte Carlo Simulation Model
	Cash flow timing and expense timing for each asset, cash flow projections for a deal, and bids for the deal

Frip: Great, now we’re patenting “deals.” As they say, “Come on down!”

	November 11, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     26

Data In-Data Out patents:     at the very least,  2


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	System and Method for Income Scoring; US 7,451,095 B1; November 11, 2008; Class 705/1; 24 claims; assigned to Freddie Mac
	Borrower information including the borrower’s statement of his or her income; income-verifying information from a second source
	Score indicating whether the borrower’s stated income is likely to be faulty (is the borrower lying like a dog?)

Frip: Aren’t you the Freddie Mac that Uncle Sam is trying to keep from going belly up?

	Computer Apparatus and Method for Trading and Clearing Futures Contracts to Accommodate a Variable Sensitivity Related to the General Level of Interest Rates; US 7,451,105 B1; November 11, 2008; Class 705/37; 20 claims; assigned to Four Four Corporation
	User information including a base tick value and a trade price, the base tick value being representative of a currency value for a minimum change in contract price
	Settlement amount (process can include the actual transfer of funds)

Frip: And this differs from what has been happening on futures exchanges for decades how?

	November 18, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     31

Data In-Data Out patents:     at the very least, 4 


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Method and System for Identifying People Who Are Likely to Have a Successful Relationship; US 7,454,357 B2; November 18, 2008; Class 705/1; 25 claims; assigned to eHarmony, Inc.
	Survey data on matters that are relevant to personal relationships with other people (data is used to determine a set of one or more factors associated with predicting satisfaction in a personal relationship); database of candidates interested in a match with another individual; survey data from a candidate seeking a match 
	A match

Frip: Let’s see, I want someone with a big set of [bleep]. . . .

	Computer Readable Medium for Accelerating Sarbanes-Oxley (SOX) Compliance Process for Management of a Company; US 7,454,375 B1; November 18, 2008; Class 705/35; 18 claims; assigned to Avalion Consulting, LLC
	Scope components for SOX compliance; internal controls, which are operated using a dynamic internal controls library; remediated internal controls that are outside of the parameters of the internal controls library
	Certifications, assertions, and reports relative to SOX compliance (process involves real time monitoring)

Frip: Now this isn’t nice. On November 4, an almost identical patent (US 7,447,650 B1) was granted (and assigned to the same Avalion), the only apparent difference being that it was not specifically limited to computer readable medium. Is the newest patent with its limitation to computer readable medium an example of  Bilski at work already?

	Process for Comprehensive Financial and Estate Planning; US 7,454,379 B1; November 18, 2008; Class 705/37; 51 claims; assigned to Future System Advisors, LLC
	A client’s assets; defined categories for those assets; (process involves performing liquidity analyses of the categorized assets to determine current estate liquidity and projected future estate liquidity)
	Plan for reallocating the client’s assets among the defined categories

Frip: Step right up, Folks! We’ll tell you how to allocate your money, starting with a little allocation for us. 

	Methods and Systems for Assessing Loan Portfolios; US 7,454,383 B2; November 18, 2008; Class 705/38; 17 claims; assigned to GE Corporate Financial Services, Inc.
	Data on loans in a loan portfolio
	Predicted variance between planned and actual collections on a loan

Frip: At least, that’s what I think the output is supposed to be.

	November 25, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     27

Data In-Data Out patents:     at the very least, 2 


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	System and Method for Matching Human Resources to Human Resource Needs; US 7,457,746 B1; November 25, 2008; Class 705/8; 20 claims; assigned to IQ Navigator
	Needs profiles; capability profiles
	Match of a need profile and a capability profile

Frip: Since this involves a “machine” in the guise of a “matching engine,” it deserves a patent, Not.

	Methods and Systems for Determining Daily Weighting Factors for Use in Forecasting Daily Product Sales; US 7,457,766 B1; November 25, 2008; Class 705/10; 7 claims; assigned to Teredata US, Inc.
	Historical daily demand data for a product (which is used to calculate a daily weight value for the product for each day of the week); weekly demand forecast
	Daily demand forecast of each day of a forthcoming week

Frip: Daily, weekly, it’s all just M.B.A. 101.

	December 2, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     27

Data In-Data Out patents:     at the very least,  4


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Fuzzy Evaluation of Responses to Provide Degree of Satisfaction; US 7,461,013 B2; December 2, 2008; Class 705/26; 10 claims; assigned to SAP AG (Germany)
	Bids; bid invitation information; attributes of bid items
	Calculation, using “fuzzy logic algotithm,” of a quantitative value reflecting a degree of satisfaction on the part of the prospective purchaser

Frip: I don’t have a clue what this is, but I like the fuzzy logic part.

	Method of Ascertaining an Efficient Frontier for Tax-Sensitive Investors; US 7,461,021 B2; December 2, 2008; Class 705/36; 8 claims; assigned to AMG National Trust Bank
	An investor’s portfolio, rates of return; effect of taxes on asset classes in the portolio
	An optimized portfolio

Frip: Ah, were it so simple.

	Price Charting System and Technique; US 7,461,023 B1; December 2, 2008; Class 705/37; 23 claims
	Price data relating to an investment
	Volatility-adjusted relative price chart that provides an indication of whether an investment is trading at a fair value, an undervalued condition, or an overvalued condition

Frip: A patent for a chart. Maybe this belongs in the “You’re Kidding” category.

	Driver Amount and Count Selection Processing for Financial Processing in a Relational Database Management System; US 7,461,025 B1; December 2, 2008; Class 705/37; 14 claims; assigned to Teradata US, Inc.
	Account and event data, which are stored in a database; rules comprised of source, target, and driver components
	Profitability calculations

Frip: Look, all I want is for my 401(k) to recover. Will rules about “source, target, and driver components” bring that about?

	December 9, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     24

Data In-Data Out patents:     at the very least, 2 


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Methods, Systems, and Computer Program Products for Selecting a Job Post Site to which a Job Opening Description May Be Posted by Ranking Job Post Sites Based on One or More Selection Criterion; US 7,464,036 B1; December 9, 2008; Class 705/1; 18 claims; assigned to Peopleclick, Inc.
	Job post site selection criteria; job post site performance; skill set criteria; geographic locations of job post sites; process involves manipulating data and computing weighted averages
	Geographic location, skill set, and job post site performance ranked list

Frip: Why not just post on Craigslist?

	Portfolio  Accounting and Risk Management System; US 7,464,052 B1; December 9, 2008; Class 705/35; 18 claims; assigned to Trading Research Design, Inc.
	Parameters, including an identifier, a market price, a stop-loss price, a commission, a skid, and a number of shares or contracts, all associated with an investment instrument; equity value associated with a user's portfolio; a point risk value is determined for a potential investment
	Display of risk scenarios associated with a point risk value

Frip: Frip surmises that this system protected users from the recent bout of financial unpleasantness.

	December 16, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     24

Data In-Data Out patents:     at the very least,  5


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Strategic Planning and Optimization System; US 7,467,095 B2; December 16, 2008; Class 705/7; 6 claims; assigned to SAP AG (Germany)
	Primary goal, which is represented by a primary objective function, which is affected by a set of operational variables; strategic constraint, which is represented by a constraint function, which is affected by a subset of operational variables; (An effective objective function is constructed by combining the primary objective function and the constraint function, and the effective objective function is optimized over a range of target values for the constraint function)
	Outcome of the primary objective function for each target value, and a graphical view of the outcome

Frip: Who said strategic planning wasn’t an exacting process?

	Price Calculator; US 7,467,105 B2; December 16, 2008; Class 705/35; 15 claims; assigned to SAP AG (Germany)
	Parameters of a financial instrument; financial evaluation models
	Estimated value of the financial instrument

Frip: Yeah, yeah, yeah. Another price estimation patent. Hey Patent Office, these freakin’ things don’t freakin’ work!

	Web-Based System and Method for Hedge Fund Compliance; US 7,467,107 B1; December 16, 2008; Class 705/35; 22 claims; assigned to The Mulligan Compliance Group, LLC
	Data descriptive of one or more aspects of a hedge fund management operation
	Customized compliance guide, customized compliance manual, and customized compliance report

Frip: Customizing: that’s definitely the answer to hedge funds taking your money down the crapper.

	System and Method for Predicting Security Price Movements Using Financial News; US 7,467,108 B2; December 16, 2008; Class 705/36R; 18 claims
	Financial news
	Price prediction model

Frip: If the news is good, security prices go up; if the news is bad, security prices go down. Eureka!

	Method for Market Making; US 7,467,110; December 16, 2008; Class 705/37; 36 claims; assigned to The Olsen Group
	Asset price data; current system position information for the asset; quote request information for the asset
	Bid and ask price

Frip: Put some numbers in, get some numbers out. That’s finance in the 21st Century.

	December 23, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     23

Data In-Data Out patents:     at the very least,  5


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Index Selection Method; US 7,469,223 B2; December 23, 2008; Class 705/35; 38 claims; assigned to Morgan Stanley
	Instruments, presumably financial; process is a multi-step endeavor in which a covariance matrix is assigned, instruments are removed one at a time, and residual variances calculated and further played with 
	An index

Frip: Here’s Frip’s question: what the hey does the index do?

	Refinancing Model; US 7,469,225 B1; December 23, 2008; Class 705/35; 20 claims; assigned to Morgan Stanley
	Calculation of a historical mortgage-backed security (MBS) prepayment spread value; determination of a historical refinance activity value, which with the historical MBS prepayment spread value forms a data pair
	Current expected prepayment spread

Frip: Hey, Morgan Stanley, ain’t nobody prepaying these days. Folks can hardly pay period.

	Method of Providing a Financial Event Identification Service; US 7,469,226 B1; December 23, 2008; Class 705/36R; 18 claims; assigned to Recognia Incorporated (Canada)
	Database of financial event data of both fundamental events and technical events; request from a client about event data for a pattern of interest to the client
	Provision by a graphical display of pertinent fundamental or technical event data to the client

Frip: Does history repeat itself, or is a little knowledge of history, the knowledge being in the form of a graphical display, a dangerous thing?

	Retail Lending Risk Related Scenario Generation; US 7,469,227 B2; December 23, 2008; Class 705/36R; 61 claims; assigned to Strategic Analytics, Inc.
	Vintage performance data for a retail lending portfolio, the data being decomposed into a maturation component, an exogenous component, and vintage calibration parameters
	Potential future scenarios and forecasts

Frip: Yeah, right.

	System, Method and Program to Estimate Cost of a Product and/or Service; US 7,469,235 B2; December 23, 2008; Class 705/400; 8 claims; assigned to International Business Machines Corporation
	Components of a product or service, categorized and weighted based on their dependencies on other components
	Estimated cost

Frip: Those IBM boys and girls have it together, don’t they? Now if we could only figure out what they have together. . . .

	December 30, 2008

Total 705 Class patents issued:     24

Data In-Data Out patents:     at the very least,  1


	PATENT
	DATA IN
	DATA OUT

	Method and Apparatus for Creating and Managing a Visual Representation of a Portfolio and Determining an Efficient Allocation; US 7,472,084 B2, December 30, 2008; Class 705/35; 20 claims; assigned to Gravity Investments, LLC
	Data on a portfolio
	“Holistic representation of a portfolio”

Frip: “Holistic”? Frip wouldn’t know holistic if it smacked him in the face.


